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SUMMARY	
 
The 7 members of the Division received total funding of $18,752,245 in 2020, including $5,454,750 
as principal investigators and $13,297,495	as co-investigators. They published a combined total of 
127 peer-reviewed papers, with a large number of scientific presentations. Four of the members of 
the Division are supported by FRQS chercheur-boursier awards and the other three are recipients 
of endowed or James McGill Chairs. In 2020, the members supervised a combined 12 post-doctoral, 
21 doctoral, 10 masters and 2 summer students. The Division members participated in extensive 
service to funding agencies, scientific journals and university departments.  
 
1.	 Research	and	publications:		
 
Suissa,	Samy	
Dr. Samy Suissa is the Principal Investigator of the Canadian Network on Observational Drug Effect 
Studies (CNODES), and oversees funding of $17.5 million received from CIHR for this network.  
CNODES assembles the top pharmacoepidemiologists in the country and uses a collaborative, 
population-based approach, exploiting existing healthcare databases across the country and using 
sophisticated, cutting edge and powerful analytical methods to rapidly evaluate the risks and 
benefits of medications on the health of Canadians.  
 
Dr. Suissa’s research is in pharmacoepidemiology which involves studying the risks and benefits of 
medications at the within the population at large. He specializes in the exploitation of existing 
computerized health databases to rapidly evaluate these risks. He has developed, and published 
extensively on, new methods of data analysis and study design that allow more rapid and accurate 
assessments of drug safety. He has conducted pharmacoepidemiological studies of several 
medications used for the treatment of chronic diseases, including asthma and COPD, cardiovascular 
and rheumatic diseases, and women’s health issues. He has lectured extensively throughout the 
world, and is the author of over 540 peer-reviewed research papers published in scientific journals.  
 
Azoulay,	Laurent	
The year 2020 was a highly productive year, with 26 published studies. These include publications 
in top specialty journals, such as Diabetes Care, Circulation, Lancet Diabetes & Endocrinology. My 
team has also published in respected epidemiologic journals, such as Epidemiology and American 
Journal of Epidemiology. The most significant achievements include a study assessing the 
cardiovascular safety of aromatase inhibitors among women with breast cancer (Circulation) and 
two other studies assessing the impact of the weight loss induced by GLP-1 receptor agonists on the 
detection of breast cancer (Epidemiology) and the first study to determine whether SGLT-2 
inhibitors are associated with a short-term increased risk of breast cancer (Diabetes Care). 
 
Total dollar amount of secured grants and research funding from all sources: $1,310,115; this 
includes a new 2020 CIHR grant awarded as PI ($286,875). 
	
	
Douros,	Antonios	
Dr. Douros obtained his FRQS Junior 1 Salary Support Award.  He published 9 peer-reviewed 



publications (5 as first or senior author), including 3 in top-tier journals (BMJ, Annals of Internal 
Medicine, Diabetes Care).  
 
He led an international, multicenter study conducted by the Canadian Network for Observational 
Drug Effect Studies (CNODES) that investigated the risk of diabetic ketoacidosis with the newer 
antidiabetic drug class of sodium-glucose co-transporter-2 (SGLT-2) inhibitors. This has been an 
important safety concern since 2015 according to several regulatory agencies including Health 
Canada. The study showed an almost 3-fold increased risk of diabetic ketoacidosis associated with 
the use of SGLT-2 inhibitors (Douros,	Ann	Intern	Med	[Impact	Factor	21.317],	2020). The study 
findings provide robust evidence regarding this potentially fatal adverse effect. 
 
Filion,	Kristian	
Dr. Filion was awarded six grants by the CIHR and one from McGill University in 2020: 

1. A population-based assessment of pharmacological treatments for gestational diabetes. 
(Nominated Principal Investigator – Project Grant) - $191,251/2 years 

2. The utilization, safety, and effectiveness of periconceptional high-dose folic acid 
supplementation. (Principal Investigator - Project Grant) - $233,324/3 years 

3. Vaping safety: a knowledge synthesis. (Co-Investigator – Catalyst Grant) - $99,984/1 year 
4. Anticoagulant treatment and the risk of adverse outcomes among hospitalized COVID-19 

patients.  (Nominated Principal Investigator - MI4 Emergency COVID-19 Research Funding 
Program) - $91,000/1 year 

5. Youth and e-cigarettes: a knowledge synthesis. (Co-Investigator - Project Grant) - 
$114,750/2 years 

6. A personalized dynamic blood pressure control plan for cardiovascular disease prevention 
among patients with hypertension. (Nominated Principal Investigator – Project Grant) - 
$191,250/2 years 

7. Determining the association between thyroid hormone replacement therapy and 
cardiovascular risk and mortality among individuals with subclinical hypothyroidism. (Co-
Investigator - Project Grant) - $122,400/2 years 
 

In 2020, Dr. Filion had 35 articles published or in press (12 as first or senior author). He has 17 
submitted manuscripts (5 as first or senior).  His 2020 publications include a first author 
manuscript in the BMJ,	a senior authorship in the Annals	of	Internal	Medicine,	and a publication in 
JAMA.		He also has a first author invited editorial in the American	Journal	of	Epidemiology, a leading 
journal in the field. 
	
Greenwood,	Celia	
Dr. Greenwood was lead organizer of the annual conference of the International Genetic 
Epidemiology Society (www.geneticepi.org/iges-2020). It was originally planned for Hong Kong, 
then due to civil unrest we moved it to Seoul, South Korea, then due to COVID-19 we had to transfer 
to an online meeting.  
 
Dr. Greenwood was awarded 2 grants as Principal Investigator or Co-PI and 2 grants as co-
investigator in 2020: 

1. MiCM Research Match: co-PI with P. Campeau. $20,000/1 year. 
2. Improving robust high-dimensional causal inference and prediction modelling. CANSSI 

Collaborative Research Team. $199,600 /3 years. (Co-PI) 
3. The effects of neuropsychiatric CNVs on the integrity of brain structure and 

connectivity. CIHR project grant. $755,00/ 4 years. (Co-I) 
4. Artificial intelligence to create equitable multi-ethnic polygenic risk scores that improve 



clinical care. Canadian Institute of Health Research (CIHR) / Medical Research Council of the 
UK: Canada-UK Artificial Intelligence (AI) Initiative. £500,000/3 years. $863,260.742 
CAD (Co-I). 

 
In 2020. she published 14 articles (4 as senior author). 
 
Platt,	Robert	
Dr. Platt is a principal investigator on 2 grants awarded by CIHR and 1 from NSERC. In 2020. He is 
also a co-investigator on 6 awarded grants by the CIHR and one from McGill University: 
	
In 2020, Dr. Platt had 31 articles published or in press (7 as first or senior author), 3 of which in 
high-impact publications in top statistics journals with trainees as first author: 

1. Coulombe J, Moodie EEM, Platt	RW. Weighted regression analysis to correct for 
informative monitoring times and confounders in longitudinal studies. Biometrics. 2020 
Apr 25. [Epub ahead of print]. PMID: 32333384 

2. †*Simoneau G, Moodie EEM, Azoulay L, Platt	RW. Adaptive Treatment Strategies with Survival 
Outcomes: An Application to the Treatment of Type 2 Diabetes using a Large Observational 
Database. Am J Epidemiol. 2020 May 5;189(5):461-469. doi: 10.1093/aje/kwz272. PMID: 
31903490 

3. Simoneau G, Moodie EEM, Nijjar JS, Platt	RW. Finite sample variance estimation for optimal 
dynamic treatment regimes of survival outcomes. Stat Med. 2020 Dec 20;39(29):4466-4479. 
PMID: 32929753 

	
Renoux,	Christel	
Dr. Renoux obtained Junior 2 Clinical and epidemiological science career award by le Fond de 
Recherche en Santé du Québec (FRSQ).  She has secured grants and research funding from all 
sources of $151,870 
 
Dr. Renoux has developed a unique niche as a neuroepidemiologist and pharmaco-epidemiologist at 
the Lady Davis Institute (LDI). She has developed a research program focused on the study of the 
effectiveness and safety of drugs in neurological diseases and unintended neurological side effects 
of drugs, areas not previously targeted by the group. In addition, with her expertise in the use of 
data from the Clinical Practice Research Datalink (CPRD), Dr. Renoux has been a welcome addition 
to the CPRD Team of the Canadian Network for Observational Drug Effect Studies (CNODES), a pan-
Canadian drug safety network funded by CIHR. 
 
 
2.	 Teaching	and	learning	(undergraduate	and	graduate):		
	
Suissa,	Samy	
Dr. Samy Suissa leads the Pharmacoepidemiology Summer Program in the Department of 
Epidemiology and Biostatistics which holds 4 pharmacoepidemiology courses and 2  novel 
specialized courses and in which he himself teaches the Advanced Pharmacoepidemiology course. 
He is currently supervising or co-supervising 1 MSc student and 1 Post-doctoral fellow and 2 PhD 
students graduated in 2020. 
	
Azoulay,	Laurent	
Number of degrees awarded: 3 degrees awarded: 2 MSc and 1 PhD  
	



I have been teaching Pharmacoepidemiologic Methods (EPIB-639) since 2017. Over the years, this 
4-credit course has evolved to include intermediate to advanced pharmacoepidemiologic concepts. 
The laboratory component of the course allows students to program complex exposure definitions 
(e.g., time-varying exposures), performing risk set sampling, and experiment with case-only designs 
(e.g., case-crossover, case-time-control). I have received perfect teaching scores in 2020. 
 
Despite the pandemic, my research team has been highly productive. Indeed, the majority (n=14) of 
my 2020 publications are studies led my graduate students. I am proud of their achievement. 
	
Douros,	Antonios	
Dr. Antonios Douros has 2 degrees awarded (MD, Dr.med.). He is an Assistant Professor (Research) 
in the Department of Medicine (Division Clinical Epidemiology) and an Associate Member in the 
Department of Epidemiology, Biostatistics, and Occupational Health at McGill University. Dr. Douros 
taught the Small Group Sessions “Interpreting diagnostic tests” (2), “Principles of screening” (2), 
“Lung cancer, smoking, case-control and cohort studies”, “Cardiovascular disease and randomized 
controlled trials” (2), “Statistics for clinicians” in the M.D. C.M. Program. He was also responsible for 
the concept, syllabus, and teaching of the 1-credit course “EPIB 662 Pharmacological Basis of 
Pharmacoepidemiology” in the MSc and PhD Epidemiology Programs. Finally, he co-teaches the 2-
credit course “EPIB 661 PE III: Advanced Pharmacoepidemiology” of the Summer Session in 
Epidemiology and Biostatistics however due to COVID-19 this course was canceled. 
 
Dr. Douros is a member in 3 thesis committees at McGill (2 MSc, 1 PhD). He also recruited a MDCM 
student to work on one of his CIHR grants.  
	
Filion,	Kristian	
Dr. Kristian Filion teaches in the medical school and in the Department of Epidemiology, 
Biostatistics, and Occupational Health.  In the Department of Epidemiology, Biostatistics, and 
Occupational Health, Dr. Filion was the instructor in the courses entitled “Knowledge Synthesis” (3 
credits); “EPIB-677 - Systematic Reviews” (3 credits) and “EPIB-670 - Systematic Reviews” (2 
credits). He was also the co-instructor for the course entitled “Critical Appraisal” (1 credit). He gave 
a 1-hour lecture to the first year medical students in Block C. 
 
In 2020, Dr. Filion supervised 1 PhD Student, 2 MSc student in epidemiology, and 4 post-doctoral 
fellows.   
 
He is a member of 3 doctoral students’ thesis committees. 
	
Greenwood,	Celia	
Dr. Greenwood was the instructor in the course “Statistical Concepts in Genetics and Genomics 
(HGEN677 -3 credits)”, she lectured in “Principals of Medical Genetics (HGEN617)” and co-taught a 
2 hour lecture on “Computer Applications in Medicine”. She supervised 1 Postdoc + 1 more who 
transitioned to a research associate in her group in early 2020, 5 PhD students and 3 undergraduate 
summer students. 
 
Awards won by her students include: 

 1 FRQS scholarship 
 1 previous PhD student had one of his papers selected as a highlight paper in genetic 

epidemiology for May 2020 
 1 postdoctoral fellow had a paper selected as “Best paper in 2019 in Genetic Epidemiology”; 

prize given in 2020 



 
She is also memberships in 12 graduate advisory committees. 
 
Platt,	Robert	
Dr. Platt was awarded the Albert Boehringer I Chair in Pharmacoepidemiology in 2016 and Interim 
Chair in the department of Epidemiology, Biostatistics, and Occupational Health at McGill University 
in 2020.  He is a Professor and a Senior Scientist, McGill University Health Centre Research Institute.  
 
Dr. Platt is the instructor in the courses entitled “EPIB-710 – Causal Inference” (3 credits) and 
“BIOS-610 - Causal Inference in Biostatistics” (4 credits). He was also a guest lecturer in other 
McGill Epidemiology and Biostatistics courses: minimum 3 hrs/term.  
 
In 2020, Dr. Platt supervised 6 PhD Students and 5 post-doctoral fellows.   
 
He has been a member of more than 25 student thesis committees since 1996. 
	
Renoux,	Christel	
Dr. Renoux teaches Introduction to Pharmacoepidemiology (EPIB633) a one-week intensive 
summer course given at McGill University. She is also a guest lecturer in Pharmacoepidemiologic 
Methods (EPIB639) in the Department of Epidemiology, Biostatistics and Occupational Health.  In 
addition, she is coordinates and teaches the “Fundamentals of Medicine and Dentistry of the MDCM” 
at McGill University for undergraduate students 
 
Student Supervision in 2020: 

o Dai T. Cao (MSc Epidemiology 2018-2020 
o Harika Dasari (MPH-Epidemiology - Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health) 2019- 
o Kyle Johnson (PhD Epidemiology) 2019- 
o Krishna Roy (MSc Epidemiology) 2019- 
o Alvi Anan Rahman (PhD Epidemiology) 2018- 
o Liliya Sinyavskaya (PhD candidate Sciences biomédicales – Université de Montréal) 2018- 

 
3.	 Involvement	in	the	community:		
 
Suissa,	Samy	
Internal	
 Member, LDI/McGill Assistant Professor Search Committee, Department of Psychiatry, Lady 

Davis Institute, Jewish General Hospital, McGill University, 2020-2021 
 Chair, PhD Epidemiology Comprehensive Exam Committee, Department of Epidemiology and 

Biostatistics, McGill University, 2019-2020 
 Member, LDI Scientific Director Search Committee, Lady Davis Institute, Jewish General 

Hospital, 2019-2020 
 Member, Pharmacoepidemiology Program Ad-Hoc Committee, Department of Epidemiology 

and Biostatistics, McGill University, 2018- 
 Member, Student Awards Ad-Hoc Committee, Department of Epidemiology and Biostatistics, 

McGill University, 2018- 
 Member, Departmental Tenure Committee, Department of Epidemiology, Biostatistics,        

 McGill University, 2016- 
External	
Advisory	Board	Committee	
 Membre, Comité de Gouvernance de la Biobanque  Québecoise  de la COVID-19     2020- 



 External Advisory Board Member, Pfizer Chief Medical Office 2020- 
 Expert and Panelist, MORPHOSYS, Germany 2020 
 Scientific Advisory Board Member, Panalgo, Boston MA 2020- 
 Advisory Board Member, Seqirus (Healthcare Alliance Group) 2020 
 Scientific Advisory Board Member, The Pierre Louis Institute of Epidemiology and  Public 

Health, Université  de la Sorbonne 2019- 
 Member, Multi-Regional Clinical Trials Center, Proactive Safety Surveillance Project, Harvard 

University , 2019-      
 Advisory Board Member, RCT DUPLICATE project, Brigham and Women’s, Hospital, Harvard 

University, 2017-     
 International Advisory Board Member, Unicancer, 2016-    
 Member, Drug Safety and Effectiveness Network (DSEN) Interim Science  Advisory Committee  

(ISAC),  Canadian Institutes for Health Research, 2011-    
Reviewer	Committee	
 Research Methodology, Policy & General Interest Faculty, Faculty of 1000 Medicine, 2020- 
 Advisor, Editorial Board, Journal of Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease, 2019-   
 Member, Editorial Board, Rambam Maimonides Medical Journal, 2012-  
 Statistician/Epidemiologist Reviewer, The Lancet Respiratory Medicine, 2012- 
 Member, Editorial Board, Multidisciplinary Respiratory Medicine, 2011- 
 International Advisory Board Member, Statistical Advisor, European Respiratory Journal 2007- 

 	
	
Azoulay,	Laurent	
2020-  Council for International Organizations of Medical Sciences (CIOMS)  

Member 
Working Group XIII – Real-World Data and Real-World Evidence in Regulatory 
Decision-Making 

2020 –  Institut national d'excellence en santé et services sociaux (INESSS) 
Member, Advisory Committee 
Real-World evidence on lung cancer incidence and treatment in Quebec 

2020 –  Grant Review Committee Member, Population Health 1 Committee 
   Canadian Institutes of Health Research 
2020  Invited Media Interview  
  Antihypertensives linked to reduced risk of colorectal cancer. Medscape Medical 

News. URL: https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/933438 
2019 –   Canadian Network of Drug Effect Studies (CNODES) 
  Project Lead 

Study: The use of hydrochlorothiazide and the risk of melanoma and non-melanoma 
skin cancer 

2019 –  Chair, Réseau québécois de recherche sur les médicaments – RQRM 
  Pilot Project Grant Committee 
2019 –  Committee Member, Fonds de recherche du Québec – Santé. 

Bourses de formation postdoctorale.  
Comité: Santé publique, prévention et promotion de la santé, épidémiologie, soins et 
services de santé  

2018 – Committee Member 
  Pharmacoepidemiology Program Committee 
  Department of Epidemiology, Biostatistics and Occupational Health  
  McGill University 



2017 – Chair, MSc Epidemiology Admissions Committee 
  Department of Epidemiology, Biostatistics and Occupational Health  
  McGill University 
2017 –  Associate Editor, Drug Safety Journal  
2016 – MSc Epidemiology Program Advisor 
  Department of Epidemiology, Biostatistics and Occupational Health  
  McGill University 
2016 –  Committee Member 
  Epidemiology Program Committee 
  Department of Epidemiology, Biostatistics and Occupational Health  
  McGill University 
2015 –   Task Force Committee Member 

 Integrated Graduate Program in Oncology 
Responsible for the Population and Global Cancer Control Track 

2009 –  Chair and Member, Internal Grant Review Committees, Centre for Clinical   
Epidemiology, Jewish General Hospital 

	
Douros,	Antonios	
1. Lady Davis Institute Internal Grant Review Program: Review Committee Member (5)    

 including Review Committee Chair (4) 
2. Ad-hoc Reviewer for 34 peer-reviewed journals 
3. Conferences:  

Poster Session Judge 
o 16. Annual Student Research Day of the Department of Epidemiology, Biostatistics 

and Occupational Health, McGill University, Montreal, QC (Apr 2020; 1 hour) 
o Drug-Drug Interactions Special Interest Group Spotlight Posters; 36. International 

Conference on Pharmacoepidemiology & Therapeutic Risk Management, 
International Society for Pharmacoepidemiology (ISPE) [virtual congress] (Sep 
2020; 2 hours) 

Abstract Reviewer Judge 
o Mid-Year Meeting, International Society for Pharmacoepidemiology (ISPE), Orlando, 

FL [cancelled] (Apr 2020; 5 hours) 
o 36. International Conference on Pharmacoepidemiology & Therapeutic Risk 

Management, International Society for Pharmacoepidemiology (ISPE) [virtual 
congress] (Sep 2020; 10 hours) 
 

Filion,	Kristian	
Internal	
 Epidemiology PhD Program, Department of Epidemiology, Biostatistics, and Occupational 

Health, McGill University, Montreal, Quebec, Advisor, 2020-Present 
 Admissions Committee, Epidemiology PhD Program, Department of Epidemiology, 

Biostatistics, and Occupational Health, McGill University, Montreal, Quebec, Chair, 2020-
Present 

 Lady Davis Institute/TD Studentship Review Committee, Lady Davis Institute, Montreal, 
Quebec, 2017-Present 

 McGill Pharmacoepidemiology Working Group, Department of Epidemiology, Biostatistics, and 
Occupational Health, McGill University, Montreal, Quebec, Faculty Co-Facilitator, 2017-Present 

 Admissions Committee, Epidemiology PhD Program, Department of Epidemiology, 
Biostatistics, and Occupational Health, McGill University, Montreal, Quebec, Member, 2017-
2020 



 Pharmacoepidemiology Option, Department of Epidemiology, Biostatistics, and Occupational 
Health, McGill University, Montreal, Quebec, PhD Advisor, 2016-Present  

 Joint MD-PhD Program Advisory Committee, Faculty of Medicine, McGill University, Montreal, 
Quebec, Member, 2015-Present 

External	
 Scientific Advisory Committee, Reproducible Evidence: Practices to Enhance and Achieve 

Transparency (REPEAT) Initiative, Division of Pharmacoepidemiology and 
Pharmacoeconomics, Harvard University, Member, 2019 - Present 

 Permanent Scientific Committee for the Evaluation of Medications,	Institut	national	d'excellence	
en	santé	et	en	services	sociaux	(INESSS), Member, 2018-Present  

 Health Research Training A – PhD, Post-Doctoral Fellowships, Canadian Institutes of Health 
Research. 2018-2020 

 Scientific Committee, AstraZeneca Chair in Respiratory Health, University of Montreal, Member, 
2017-Present 

 Scientific Advisory Committee, Drug Safety and Effectiveness Network, Member, 2017-Present 
 Evaluating the Efficacy of E-Cigarette use for Smoking Cessation (E3) Trial Steering Committee, 

Member, 2014-Present 
 Canadian Network for Observational Drug Effect Studies (CNODES) Steering Committee, 

Member, 2016-Present 
 

Greenwood,	Celia	
 Chair & Organizer, 2020 annual meeting of the International Genetic Epidemiology Society, July 

1-4, 2020 (although originally planned for Seoul, South Korea, took place online due to COVID-
19). 	

 Graduate Program Director, PhD program in Quantitative Life Sciences, McGill University  
2017-current 2017-2019 (Term 1); 2020-2022 (Term 2) 	

 Hiring committee: Assistant Professor in Precision Medicine through CERC in Genomic 
Medicine. 2020. 	

 Review of applications for Mackenzie Scholarships, 2020 	
 Mentoring of a junior faculty in Anesthesia (2019 –  present). 	
 Committee assessing Graduate Statistics Education, Faculty of Medicine (2019 – present).  	
 Member of the Advisory Committee for the Possible Reappointment of the Dean of Graduate 

and Postdoctoral Studies, McGill University, April 2019 – April 2020. 	
 Neurohub Scientific Committee, 2018-present.	
 McGill Initiative in Computational Medicine, Committee Member: 2017 – present.   	
 Chair of Education Subcommittee  	
 Graduate Program Director, Quantitative Life Sciences, McGill University: November 2016 – 

November 2019, renewed 2019 - 2022.   	
o Member of the Program Executive Committee for QLS   
o Admissions committee for QLS   
o Fellowships and awards committee for QLS  

 Associate Editor, Frontiers in Statistical Genetics and Methodology. September 2015 - present 	
 Associate Editor, Heredity, 2020 – present	
	
Platt,	Robert	
 President, Statistical Society of Canada - 2019-20 
 Statistics in Medicine: Associate Editor, 2013-2019; Editor-in-Chief, 2019-present 
 American Journal of Epidemiology: Associate Editor, 2014-2018; Editor 2018-present 
 Other editorial board memberships: 



o Journal of Epidemiology and Community Health: Associate Editor, 2008-present 
o International Journal of Biostatistics: Associate Editor, 2011-present 
o Pharmacoepidemiology and Drug Safety, Editorial Board, 2016-present 

 
Renoux,	Christel	
2020-2021 Committee	member 

Bourses de formation postdoctorale Fonds de recherche du Québec – Santé (FRQS) 
2020  Peer‐review	Committee	member 

Cancer Research UK - Population Research Committee - Project Award 
2019-2020 Peer‐review	Committee	member 

Heart and Stroke foundation Scientific Review Committee – Grant in aid 
2019-2020 Coordinator, Epidemiology Seminars - Centre for Clinical Epidemiology, Lady Davis 

Institute, Jewish General Hospital 
2018 –   Member Scholarship, Critical Thinking and Knowledge Translation theme 

subcommittee of the MDCM program committee 
2017 –   Member, College of Reviewers. Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) 
2016 –   Medical	Teaching	Unit	Director - Fundamental of Medicine. Epidemiology 

Teaching – Department of Epidemiology McGill University 
2014 –   Student	Research	Committee	member - Faculty of Medicine, McGill University  
2013 –   Chair	and	member, internal grant review committees, Centre for Clinical 
  Epidemiology, Jewish General Hospital 
2013 –   Member, International Society for Pharmacoepidemiology (ISPE) 
2012 –   Member, Clinical Practice Research Datalink (CPRD) Team, Canadian Network of 

Observational Drug Effects Studies (CNODES) 
 
4.	 Partnerships:		
 
Suissa,	Samy	
Dr. Suissa teaches a summer course on Pharmacoepidemiology and Drug Safety in Utrecht, 
Netherlands and continues research and training collaboration at Clalit Health and Maccabi 
Health in Israel. However, due to COVID-19, these courses were canceled in 2020. 
	
Douros,	Antonios	
I initiated several international collaborations (University of Oldenburg, Germany; Institute for 
Applied Health Services Research, Germany; Democritus University of Thrace, Greece) and 
strengthened my ongoing collaboration with the Berlin Initiative Study (Charité – 
Universitätsmedizin Berlin, Germany). 
 
Platt,	Robert	
Interim Chair, Department of Epidemiology, Biostatistics and Occupational Health 
McGill University, Montreal, Quebec; September 2020 to present 
 
Renoux,	Christel	
Co-supervision of a PhD candidate in Sciences biomédicales – Université de Montréal. 
Co-supervision of a student in MPH-Epidemiology - Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health 
 
	
5.	 Milestones:		
 
N/A 



	
6.	 New	hires,	promotions,	and	retirements		
 
Dr.	Renoux	was appointed Associate Professor in the Department of Neurology and Neurosurgery, 
McGill University. 
 
7.	 Honours,	awards,	and	prizes:		
 
Suissa,	Samy	
Distinguished James McGill Professor, McGill University (2019-Present) 
Fellow – Royal Society of Canada, Life Sciences Division of the Academy of Science (2018-Present) 
Fellow – Distinction, Canadian Academy of Health Science (2013-Present) 
 
Azoulay	Laurent	
William Dawson Scholar Award, McGill University (2017-2022) 
  	
Filion,	Kristian	
ISPE – Pharmacoepidemiology and Drug Safety Best Article Award 2019 (Honorable Mention) 
(2020) Article: Oh	IS,	Filion	KB,	Jeong	HE,	Shin	JY.		An	empirical	assessment	of	immeasurable	time	bias	
in	the	setting	of	nested	case‐control	studies:	statins	and	all‐cause	mortality	among	patients	with	heart	
failure.		Pharmacoepidemiol	Drug	Saf	2019;28:1318‐1327. 
William Dawson Scholar Award, McGill University (2018-2023) 
Fellow of the American Heart Association (2012-Present) 
 
Renoux,	Christel	
Student Award - McAfee Award for submitted abstract at the International Conference on 
Pharmacoepidemiology & Therapeutic Risk Management (ICPE). 
 
8.	 Fundraising:  
 
N/A 
 
SECTION		I	‐	DIVISION	STATUS	UPDATE	 	
 
1.		 Mission	and	objectives	of	the	Division	
 
The Division of Clinical Epidemiology was founded in 1992 as part of the creation of the network of 
clinical epidemiology units across all McGill teaching hospitals. Its mission is to improve the health 
of individuals and populations through clinical and epidemiological research. Specific research 
themes include Clinical	Epidemiology,	Pharmacoepidemiology	and	Genetic	Epidemiology. 
 
2.	 A	nominative	list	of	academic	staff,	their	academic	rank		
 
Dr. Laurent Azoulay – Associate Professor - active 
Dr. Antonios Douros – Assistant Professor - active 
Dr. Kristian Filion – Associate Professor - active 
Dr. Celia Greenwood – Professor – active 
Dr. Robert Platt – Professor – active 
Dr. Christel Renoux – Associate Professor – active 
Dr. Samy Suissa – Professor - active 



	
SECTION	II	‐	GRANTS,	PUBLICATIONS,	AND	SERVICE	OUTSIDE	OF	McGILL	
 
1.	 Grants	and	awards	received		
 
Suissa,	Samy		
Source: Alzheimer Society of Canada 
Title: The infection hypothesis in the etiology of Alzheimer’s disease: Infectious diseases burden and 
risk of Dementia  
Amount/Year:	$99,948/2020-22 
Role: Co-Investigator PI: Paul Brassard 
 
Source: Canadian Institutes for Health Research 
Title: Canadian Network for Observational Drug Effect Studies (CNODES)-renewal. 
Amount/Year:	$17,500,000/2016-21 
Role: Principal Investigator 
 
Source: Canadian Institute for Health Research - Rapid Funding for Drug Safety and Effectiveness 
Network (DSEN) Targeted Research Grant.		
Title: Expansion of the CDM to CNODES sites in British Columbia and Alberta 
Amount/Year: $131,695/2019-20 
Role: Co-Principal Investigator 
 
Source: Health Brains for Healthy Living, McGill University 
Title: A personalized approach to depression care: Discovering adaptive treatment strategies 
Amount/Year:	$65,847.50/2018-20 
Role: Co-Investigator PI: Erica Moodie 
 
Source: Canadian Institutes for Health Research  
Title: Secondary Data Analysis for Cancer Prevention and Control. Onset of cancer after an IBD 
diagnosis: potential impact on screening  
Strategies. 
Amount/Year: $144,000/2018-20 
Role: Co-Investigator PI: Paul Brassard 
 
Source: Canadian Institute for Health Research, Foundation Scheme 2014 
Title: Statistical Methods in Pharmacoepidemiology and Perinatal Epidemiology.  
Amount/Year:  $1,071.717/2015-22 
Role: Program Expert PI: Robert Platt 
 
Azoulay,	Laurent	
Source: Alzheimer Society of Canada   
Title: The infection hypothesis in the etiology of Alzheimer’s disease: Infectious diseases burden and 
risk of Dementia 
Amount/Year: $99,948/2020-22 
Role: Co-Investigator; PI: Paul Brassard 
 
Source: Canadian Institutes of Health Research – Project Grant 
Title: SGLT-2 Inhibitors and Early Bladder Cancer Events: An International Multi-Centre Study 
Amount/Year: $286,875/2020-22 



Role: Principal Investigator 
 
Source: Canadian Institutes of Health Research – Project Scheme Grant 
Title: Achieving hepatitis C elimination in Canada; addressing the needs of the diverse groups at 
risk. 
Amount/Year: $1,197,225/2018-21 
Role: Co- Investigator; PI: Christina Greenaway 
 
Source: Canadian Institutes of Health Research – Foundation Scheme 
Title: Cancer pharmacoepidemiology: A population-based assessment of the risks of prescription 
drugs in vulnerable populations 
Amount/Year: $1,023,240/2015-21 
Role: Principal Investigator 

Douros,	Antonios	
Source: Canada – Germany collaborative industrial R&D program (National Research Council of 
Canada & German Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy) - R&D Project 
Title: AIR_PTE - AI based risk prediction and treatment effect estimation based on health claims 
data 
Amount/Year: $1,167,311/2020-22 
Role: Co-Investigator PI: Macadamian Software Design & Development Consultancy, DCC Risk 
Analytics GmbH, InGef - Institute for Applied Health Services Research 
 
Source: McGill Interdisciplinary Initiative in Infection and Immunity - Emergency COVID-19 
Research Funding 
Title: Anticoagulant treatment and risk of adverse outcomes among hospitalized COVID-19 patients 
Amount/Year: $91,000/2020 
Role: Co-Investigator PI: Kristian Filion 
 
Source: Alzheimer Society of Canada 
Title: The infection hypothesis in the etiology of Alzheimer’s disease: Infectious diseases burden and 
risk of Dementia  
Amount/Year:	$99,948/2020-22 
Role: Co-Investigator PI: Paul Brassard 
 
Source: Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) - Project Grant 
Title: A personalized dynamic blood pressure control plan for cardiovascular disease prevention 
among patients with hypertension 
Amount/Year: C$191,250/2020-22 
Role: Co-Investigator PI: Kristian Filion 
 
Source: Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) - Project Grant 
Title: Concomitant use of sulfonylureas with warfarin and the risk of severe hypoglycemia in patients 
with type 2 diabetes 
Amount/Year: C$149,176/2019-21 
Role: Principal Investigator 
 
Source: Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) - Project Grant 
Title: Effectiveness and safety of direct oral anticoagulants in patients with non-valvular atrial 
fibrillation and liver disease 



Amount/Year: C$225,676/2019-22 
Role: Principal Investigator 
 
Source: Lady Davis Institute for Medical Research - Research Grant 
Title: Drug effectiveness and safety in vulnerable populations 
Amount/Year: C$30,000/2019-22 
Role: Principal Investigator 

 
Filion,	Kristian	
Source: Canadian Institutes of Health Research. 
Title: A population-based assessment of pharmacological treatments for gestational diabetes. 
(Project Grant Competition) 
Amount/Year: $191,251/2020-2022  
Role: Nominated Principal Investigator 
 
Source: Canadian Institutes of Health Research. 
Title: The utilization, safety, and effectiveness of periconceptional high-dose folic acid 
supplementation. (Project Grant Competition) 
Amount/Year: $233,324/2020-2023  
Role: Principal Investigator, NPI: Azar Mehrabadi PhD 
 
Source: Canadian Institutes of Health Research. 
Title: Vaping safety: a knowledge synthesis. (Catalyst Grant Competition) 
Amount/Year: $99,984/2020-2021  
Role: Co-Investigator, PI: Mark J. Eisenberg MD, MPH 
 
Source: McGill University. 
Title: Anticoagulant treatment and the risk of adverse outcomes among hospitalized COVID-19 
patients.  (MI4 Emergency COVID-19 Research Funding Program) 
Amount/Year: $91,000/2020  
Role: Nominated Principal Investigator 
 
Source: Canadian Institutes of Health Research. 
Title: Youth and e-cigarettes: a knowledge synthesis. (Project Grant Competition) 
Amount/Year: $114,750/2020-2022 
Role: Co-Investigator, PI: Mark J. Eisenberg MD, MPH 
 
Source: Canadian Institutes of Health Research. 
Title: A personalized dynamic blood pressure control plan for cardiovascular disease prevention 
among patients with hypertension. (Project Grant Competition) 
Amount/Year: $191,250/2020-2022 
Role: Nominated Principal Investigator 
 
Source: Canadian Institutes of Health Research. 
Title: Determining the association between thyroid hormone replacement therapy and 
cardiovascular risk and mortality among individuals with subclinical hypothyroidism. (Project 
Grant Competition) 
Amount/Year: $122,400/2020-2022 
Role: Co-Investigator, PI: Oriana Yu MD, MSc 
 



Source: Canadian Institutes of Health Research. 
Title: Cannabis and impaired driving: a knowledge synthesis. (Project Grant Competition) 
Amount/Year: $114,750/2019-2021  
Role: Co-Investigator, PI: Mark J. Eisenberg MD, MPH 
 
Source: Canadian Institutes of Health Research. 
Title: Effectiveness and safety of direct oral anticoagulants in patients with non-valvular atrial 
fibrillation and liver disease (Project Grant Competition) 
Amount/Year: $225,676/2019-2022  
Role: Co-Investigator, PI: Antonios Douros MD, PhD 
 
Source: Canadian Institutes of Health Research. 
Title: Concomitant use of sulfonylureas with warfarin and the risk of severe hypoglycemia in 
patients with type 2 diabetes (Project Grant Competition) 
Amount/Year: $149,176/2019-2021  
Role: Co-Investigator, PI: Antonios Douros MD, PhD 
 
Source: Canadian Institutes of Health Research. 
Title: A systematic review of interventions for the opioid crisis: examining approaches in a Canadian 
context and vulnerable sub-populations (CIHR Operating Grant: Evaluation of Interventions to 
Address the Opioid Crisis) 
Amount/Year: $99,970/2019-2020  
Role: Co-Investigator, PI: Mark J. Eisenberg MD MPH 
 
Source: Canadian Institutes of Health Research. 
Title: Levothyroxine for the treatment of subclinical hypothyroidism in pregnancy: a population-
based assessment (Project Grant Competition) 
Amount/Year: $175,950/2018-2020  
Role: Principal Investigator 
 
Source: Canadian Institutes of Health Research. 
Title: Evaluating the Efficacy of E-Cigarette use for Smoking Cessation (E3) Trial Extension (Project 
Grant Competition) 
Amount/Year: $267,750/2018-2020  
Role: Co-Investigator, PI: Mark J. Eisenberg MD MPH 
 
Source: Canadian Institutes of Health Research. 
Title: Canadian Network for Observational Drug Effect Studies (DSEN Collaborating Centre for 
Observational Studies) 
Amount/Year: $17,500.00/2016-2021  
Role: Co-Investigator PIs: Samy Suissa PhD, Colin R. Dormuth ScD, David A. Henry MD, Robert W. 
Platt PhD, Ingrid Sketris PharmD 
 
Source: Canadian Institutes of Health Research.  
Title: Improving long term outcomes after venous thromboembolism (VTE) (Foundation Scheme) 
Amount/Year: $2,050,825/2015-2022 
Role: Project Expert PI: Susan Kahn MD MSc  
 
Greenwood,	Celia	
Source: MiCM Research Match 



Amount/Year: $20,000/2020 
Role: Co-Principal Investigator Co-PI: P. Campeau 
 
Source: CANSSI Collaborative Research Team 
Title: Improving robust high-dimensional causal inference and prediction modelling 
Amount/Year: $199,600/2021-24 
Role: Co-Principal Investigator Co-PI: G. Cohen 
 
Source: CIHR project grant. 
Title: The effects of neuropsychiatric CNVs on the integrity of brain structure and connectivity. 
Amount/Year: $755,000/2020-24 
Role: Co-Investigator PI: S. Jacquemont, D. Bzdok 
 
Source: Canadian Institute of Health Research (CIHR) / Medical Research Council of the UK: Canada-
UK Artificial Intelligence (AI) Initiative 
Title: Artificial intelligence to create equitable multi-ethnic polygenic risk scores that improve 
clinical care. 
Amount/Year: £500,000/2020-23 ($863,260.742CDN) 
Role: Co-Investigator PI: B. Richards, M. Inouye 

 
Source: Cancer Research Society Operating Grant 
Title: Susceptibility to immune-mediated colitis-associated colorectal cancer. 
Amount/Year: $120,000/2019-21 
Role: Co-Investigator PI: N. Beauchemin 
 
Source: HBHL Project Grant. 
Title: Associating whole genome rare variants with brain structure and function 
Amount/Year: $200,000/2019-21 
Role: Principal Investigator 
 
Source: Natural Sciences and Engineering Discovery Grant. 
Title: New directions in genetic association studies. 
Amount/Year: $150,000/2019-24 
Role: Principal Investigator 
 
Source: CIHR Project Grant. 
Title: IMPACTT: A microbiome research core based on integrated microbiome platforms for 
advancing causation testing and translation. 
Amount/Year: $3,000.000/2019-24 
Role: Co-Investigator PI: K. McCoy 
 
Source: CIHR Project Grant. 
Title: Estimating the effect size of rare genomic variants on cognitive and behavioural traits 
underlying neurodevelopmental disorders. 
Amount/Year: $1,335,000/2018-22 
Role: Co-Principal Investigator PI: S. Jacquemont 
 
Source: Bioinformatics and Computational Biology competition 
Title: Precision medicine in cellular epigenomics. 
Amount/Year: $660,512/2018-21 



Role: Co-Principal Investigator PI: K. Oualkacha 
 
Source: CIHR Project Grant. 
Title: Modeling gene expression trajectories in the human developing brain: applications to 
pediatric brain tumors. 
Amount/Year: $753,525/2018-23 
Role: Co-Investigator PI: C. Kleinman 
 
Source: Healthy Brains for Healthy Lives Discovery Fund for Interdisciplinary Research (McGill 
University) 
Title: Integrative analytics for multi-model, multi-scale neuroscience. 
Amount/Year: $1,500,000/2018-21 
Role: Co-Investigator PI: B. Misic 
 
Source: CIHR Project grant. 
Title: Developmental origins of childhood obesity: tracking the causal epigenetic changes 
programming adiposity in children. 
Amount/Year: $1,240,000/2017-22 
Role: Co-Investigator 
 
Source: Genome Canada, Genomics Technology Platforms: Operations Support and Technology 
Development Funds. 
Title: McGill University and Génome Québec Innovation Centre. 
Amount/Year: $9,176,000/2017-22 
Role: Co-Investigator PI: M Lathrop 
 
Source: CIHR Project grant 
Title: Innovative pre-clinical models to overcome drug resistance in triple negative breast cancer. 
Amount/Year: $952,425/2017-22 
Role: Co-Investigator 
 
Source: CIHR Team Grant: Developmental Origins of Health and Disease—Implications for Men, 
Women, Boys, and Girls. 
Title: How the early environment interacts with prenatal adversity and genetic susceptibility to 
moderate the risk for anxious and depressive disorders. 
Amount/Year: $1,496,217/2016-21 
Role: Co-Investigator PI: A. Wazana 
 
Source: CIHR Project Grant 
Title: The gender specific effects of prenatal adversity on the development of anxious and 
depressive psychopathology in early adolescence - the moderating effect of genes and early 
maternal care. 
Amount/Year: $1,227,024/2016-21 
Role: Co-Investigator  
	
Platt,	Robert	
Source: Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) – Project Grant 
Title: The utilization, safety, and effectiveness of periconceptional high-dose folic acid 
supplementation. 
Amount/Year: $233,324/2020-23 



Role: Co-Investigator PI: Mehrabadi A 
 
Source: Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) – Project Grant 
Title: A population-based assessment of pharmacological treatments for gestational diabetes 
Amount/Year: $191,251/2020-22 
Role: Co-investigator PI: Kristian Filion 
 
Source: Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) - Operating Grant: COVID-19 May 2020 
Rapid Research Funding Opportunity 
Title: PRevention of COVID-19 with Oral Vitamin D supplemental Therapy in Essential healthCare 
Teams (PROTECT) 
Amount/Year: $ 4,224,996/2020-21 
Role: Co-investigator PI: Francine Ducharme 
 
Source: McGill Interdisciplinary Initiative in Infection and Immunity (MI4) 
Title: Anticoagulant treatment and risk of adverse outcomes among hospitalized COVID-19 patients 
Amount/Year: $91,000/2020 
Role: Co-investigator PI: Kristian Filion 
 
Source: Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) - Project Scheme 
Title: The use of SGLT-2 inhibitors and the risk of bladder cancer in patients with type 2 diabetes: 
an international real-world study 
Amount/Year: $286,875/2020-22 
Role: Co-investigator PI: Laurent Azoulay 
 
Source: Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) - Project Scheme 
Title: Determining the association between thyroid hormone replacement therapy and 
cardiovascular risk and mortality among individuals with subclinical hypothyroidism. 
Amount/Year: $122,400/2020-22 
Role: Co-investigator PI: Oriana Yu 
 
Source: Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) - Project Scheme 
Title: A personalized dynamic blood pressure control plan for cardiovascular disease prevention 
among patients with hypertension. 
Amount/Year: $191,250/2020-22 
Role: Co-investigator PI: Kristian Filion 
 
Source: Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) - Project Scheme 
Title: Effectiveness and safety of direct oral anticoagulants in patients with non-valvular atrial 
fibrillation and liver disease 
Amount/Year: $225,676/2019-2022 
Role:  Co-investigator PI: Antonios Douros 
 
Source: Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) - Project Scheme 
Title: Concomitant use of sulfonylureas with warfarin and the risk of severe hypoglycemia in 
patients with type 2 diabetes. 
Amount/Year: $ 149,176/2019-2021 
Role: Co-investigator PI: Antonios Douros 
 
Source: Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) - Project Scheme 



Title: Scleroderma Support group Leader EDucation (SSLED) Program. 
Amount/Year: $330 000/2018-21 
Role: Co-investigator PI: Brett Thombs 
 
Source: Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) 
Title: Optimizing Resource Allocation in the NICU to Improve Outcomes of Very Preterm Infants 
Amount/Year: $210,000/2018-21  
Role: Co-Principal Investigator PI: M. Beltempo 
 
Source: Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) - Project Grant 
Title: Achieving hepatitis C elimination in Canada; addressing the needs of the diverse groups at 
risk. 
Amount/Year: $1,197,225/2017-2021 
Role: Co-investigator PI: Christina Greenaway 
 
Source: Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada 
Title: Statistical Methods for High-Dimensional Administrative Data 
Amount/Year: $150,000/2017-22 
Role: Principal Investigator   
 
Source: Canadian Institutes of Health Research. (Foundation Scheme) 
Title: Statistical Methods in Pharmacoepidemiology and Perinatal Epidemiology 
Amount/Year: $ 1,071,721/2015-22 
Role: Principal Investigator 
 
Source: Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) – Other: DSEN Collaborating Center for 
Observational Studies (2016) 
Title: Canadian Network for Observational Drug Effect Studies 
Amount/Year: $17,500.00/2016-21 
Role: Co-Principal Investigator NPI: Samy Suissa 
 
Renoux,	Christel	
Source Alzheimer Society of Canada   
Title: The infection hypothesis in the etiology of Alzheimer’s disease: Infectious diseases burden and 
risk of Dementia. 
Amount/Year: $99,948/2020-22 
Role: Co-investigator PI: Paul Brassard 
 
Source: Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) - Project Scheme 
Title: Determining the association between thyroid hormone replacement therapy and 
cardiovascular risk and mortality among individuals with subclinical hypothyroidism. 
Amount/Year: $122,400/2020-22 
Role: Co-investigator PI: Oriana Yu 

 
Source: Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) - Project Scheme 
Title: Concomitant use of sulfonylureas with warfarin and the risk of severe hypoglycemia in 
patients with type 2 diabetes. 
Amount/Year: $ 149,176/2019-2021 
Role: Co-investigator PI: Antonios Douros 
 



Source: Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) - Project Scheme 
Title: Effectiveness and safety of direct oral anticoagulants in patients with non-valvular atrial 
fibrillation and liver disease 
Amount/Year: $225,676/2019-2022 
Role:  Co-investigator PI: Antonios Douros 

 
Source Heart and Stroke Foundation of Canada – Grant-in-aid 
Title: «Anticoagulants oraux et prévention de la démence chez les patients atteints de fibrillation 
auriculaire: étude de cohorte en population générale» 
Amount/Year: $151,870/2019-21 
Role: Principal Investigator 
 
2.	 Scholarly	works	published	in	the	2020	calendar	year:  
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Diabetes Obes Metab. 2020 Feb;22(2):254-262. 
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Society Guideline. Eur Respir J. 2020 June;55(5):2000351. 

11. He N, Dell'Aniello S, Zhai S,	Suissa	S, Renoux C. Risk of Fracture in Patients with 
Nonvalvular Atrial Fibrillation Initiating Direct Oral Anticoagulants vs Vitamin K 
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12. Giorgianni F*, Ernst P, Dell'Aniello S, Suissa	S, Renoux C. Beta 2 agonists and the 
incidence of Parkinson's disease. Am J Epidemiol. 2020 Aug;189(8):801-810. 

13. Suissa	S. Comparative Effectiveness of Glucose-Lowering Drugs for Type 2 Diabetes: A 
Systematic Review and Network Meta-Analysis. PracticeUpdate website. Available 
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Pharmacoepidemiol Drug Sf. 2020;29(9):1101-1110. 

19. Abrahami D, Hudson H,	Suissa	S.  Statins and lower mortality rheumatic diseases: An 
effect of immortal time bias?  Semin Arthritis Rheum. 2020 Dec 19:51(1):211-218. 

CNODES	Publications	
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(Underline Denotes Trainee under My Supervision) 
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