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1.  ACADEMIC HIGHLIGHTS / OBJECTIVE AND PRIORITIES 
 

 

1.1 ACADEMIC HIGHLIGHTS  

 

I.    Introduction 
 

The current report includes the divisions of Allergy & Clinical Immunology, Cardiology, Clinical Epidemiology, 

Dermatology, Endocrinology, Gastroenterology, Geriatric Medicine, Hematology, Infectious Diseases, Internal 

Medicine, Medical Biochemistry, Nephrology, Pulmonary Medicine, and Rheumatology. It does not cover the 

activities of Critical Care Medicine, Medical Genetics, Medical Oncology, Neurology, Pathology, Physiatry and 

Radiation Oncology, that were added as divisions of the Department of Medicine by the Quebec Ministry of Health 

or in the case of Pathology, by the Director of Professional Services after creation of OPTILAB.  

 

The Department continues to provide excellent clinical care and teaching as well as carry out substantial 

translational, clinical and epidemiological research that attracts new recruits to the JGH. Although recruitment is 

limited by government restrictions of the “effectifs médicaux”, we have managed to recruit during the year January 1 

to December 31, 2019, six (6) full-time members and two (2) associate members. Potential and confirmed recruits as 

well as changes in staffing are listed below.  

 

Our research activities have been supported by both external funding agencies and by our own Clinical Research 

Awards.  

 

The progress and challenges of the Department during this last academic year are summarized below.  

 

II. Milestones 
 

A.   Recruits 

 

The following physicians have been recruited in 2019 and beyond into the Department: 

 

2019- 

 

GFT members: 

Cardiology - Dr. Nathan Messas (October 2019) 

Cardiology - Dr. Maude Peretz-Larochelle (July 2020) 

Dermatology - Dr. Philippe Lefrançois (August 2021) 

Endocrinology - Dr. Vincent Larouche (July 2019) 

Endocrinology - Dr. Jill Pancer (July 2020) 

Gastroenterology - Dr. Chiara Saroli Palumbo (July 2019) 

Geriatric Medicine - Dr. Cyrille Launey (February 2020) 

Hematology - Dr. Rayan Kaedbey (October 2019) 

Infectious Diseases - Dr. Ling Yuan Kong (July 2019) 

Infectious Diseases - Dr. Catherine Hogan - (July 2020)  

Internal Medicine - Dr. Teresa Cafaro (November 2020) 

Nephrology - Dr. Daniel Blum (July 2019) 

Pulmonary - Dr. Nan Zhao (September 2020) 

Rheumatology - Dr. Sophie Wocjik (July 2020) 

 

Associate members: 
Cardiology - Dr. Nicolo Piazza (September 2020) 

Gastroenterology - Dr. Constantine Soulellis (February 2019) 

Hematology - Dr. Marc Rodger (January 2020) 

Medical Genetics - Dr. Thomas Kitzler (July 2019) 

Medical Oncology - Dr. Khashayar Esfahani (January 2020) 

 

B.  Changes of Status 
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GFT members resigned: 

Endocrinology - Dr. Alicia Schiffrin (June 30, 2019) 

 

In memoriam: 

 

Dr. Prem Ponka passed away suddenly on November 3, 2019 while attending a conference in Paris. 

 

C.  Promotions 
 

Stéphanie Lehoux, PhD, based at the Lady Davis Institute, in the Division of Cardiology, was promoted to Full 

Professor with tenure. Dr. Lehoux directs a research program in mechanotransduction and vascular biology. Her 

work is relevant to understanding the mechanisms underlying the vascular remodeling associated with hypertension 

and atherosclerosis. 

 

Kristian Filion, PhD, based at the Jewish General Hospital in the Division of Clinical Epidemiology, was promoted 

to Associate Professor with tenure. Dr. Filion's research interests include pharmacoepidemiology and drug safety, 

knowledge synthesis, and cardiovascular epidemiology. 

 

III. Clinical Activities 

 

The CTUs on K6 and K7 have been downsized to 28 bed units instead of 32. This smaller number is more in line 

with other CTUs both at McGill and across the country. In order to achieve this lower census, an 8-bed Hematology 

unit was created on K7 staffed by hematologists. 

 

The transition to the new bed distribution on the KTCs has been successful. The 8-bed hematology unit is 

functioning smoothly on K7 with the help of two excellent nurse practitioners. That leaves 24 beds on K7 for the 

CTU team who also look after 4 beds on K6 for a total of 28 beds per CTU. This census can be exceeded when 

patients are doubled up in rooms when a state of Overcapacity 1 or 2 are declared by the hospital, or with an 

occasional off-service patient, i.e. on K8, for example, where CRO patients are cohorted. 

 

The volume of turnover of patients on the medical CTUs continues to be high and 4-6 discharges per day are routine 

and the number can spike to as high as 7 or 8 per day.  

 

In the ER, the Internal Medicine team in the CTU in ER (ERC) continues to be inundated with consults from the ER. 

Typically, there is an average of 11-13 patients each morning waiting to be admitted, sometimes during the year up 

to 25 patients will be under the care of the ERC team. The overall total of admission from the ER including all 

services averages 27-30 per day, of which 50%, sometime more, are Medicine admissions, mostly to Internal 

Medicine units, either the CTUs on K6 and K7, or the non-teaching unit on CD7, or off-service. 

 

The hand washing reports continue to underscore that there is room for improvement. The global stats for the 

hospital showed a decline from 75-67 percent over the last few months (target 80%). Physicians, residents, and 

medical students all typically score similarly in the 53-74% range. This is similar to unit agents but well behind 

physiotherapists, occupational therapists, dieticians, and pharmacists but happily above transport attendants who 

score 28-30%. 

 

The Diagnostic and Treatment Clinic (DTC) located in the Medical Day Hospital is running 3 days/week, although 

plans are underway to staff this clinic 5 days per week in the near future. The volume is steady with the clinic 

receiving 60-80 patient visits per month. Members of our department regularly consider the option of referring 

ambulatory patients to the DTC for expedited investigation and management as an alternative to contributing to 

overcrowding of the ER.  

  

The clinical activities of the individual Divisions are summarized in the attached Divisional reports.  

 

IV. Teaching Activities 

 

The Department continues its role in the teaching of both undergraduate medical students and resident physicians in 
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general medicine and the subspecialties. Our members’ dedication to teaching is well known and much appreciated 

by both medical students and residents. The Department is grateful to Dr. Ruxandra Bunea, who stepped down as site 

director of the residency program in Internal Medicine in July 2019, her replacement, Dr. Elise Levinoff, and Dr. 

Nathalie Saad, side director for the undergraduate training program, for their excellent contribution to our 

postgraduate and undergraduate teaching programs. 

 

The Department is deeply appreciative of Dr. Ruxandra Bunea's dedicated services for the past 8 years (July 2011 

to June 2019), her leadership and being a role model for residents, and for having effectively and smoothly 

incorporated changes within the residency program while maintaining a cordial relationship with residents, 

contributing thus to an excellent educational environment. Dr. Elise Levinoff, Assistant Professor in the Division of 

Geriatrics, was been appointed as JGH Site Director for the Core Internal Medicine Residency Training Program 

effective July 1, 2019. 

 

In 2019-2020 we recruited into our teaching program 13 R3, 16 R2, and 16 R1 housestaff and 8 other program R1 

residents.  There are three Chief Residents, Dr. Anthony Lieu, Dr. Jordan Mah and Dr. Marc-Alexandre Gingras 

(July 2019-June 2020).  Detailed reports of the undergraduate and postgraduate teaching are included below. 

 

At the undergraduate level, Dr. Nathalie Saad has been appointed to the positions of Chair of Undergraduate 

Medical Education within the Department of Medicine, Director of Clerkship for the Department of Medicine and  

Director of Transition to Clinical Practice for the Department of Medicine, since August 1, 2018. She continues in 

her role as Site Clerkship Director at the JGH. She was also recently elected to the Board of the Collège des 

médecins du Québec.  

 

Dr. Jason Agulnik, who has been active in teaching medical students and residents for a number of years, continues 

as Site Director for Transition to Clinical Practice at the Jewish General Hospital.  

 

Dr. Maral Koolian continues as Program Director of McGill University’s new AFC (Area of Focused Competence) 

in Adult Thrombosis Medicine. Adult Thrombosis Medicine is that area of enhanced competence within Medicine 

concerned with the investigation, diagnosis, and medical management of patients with venous and arterial 

thromboembolic disease in a variety of clinical contexts.  

 

Dr. Lorraine Chalifour, Associate Professor, Division of Experimental Medicine, continues as Associate Dean of 

Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies at McGill University.  

 

Dr. Annabel Chen-Tournoux, Assistant Professor based at the JGH, has been reappointed as McGill Cardiology 

Program Co-Director effective July 1, 2019. 

 

Grand Rounds:  Of the 33 Grand Rounds given by the Department from January 1 to December 31, 2019 twelve (12) 

featured speakers from outside the JGH, of whom six (6) were from outside Quebec (see below list of rounds). 

 

Divisional Rounds:  In addition to the above each Division manages its own teaching and research rounds as 

summarized in the divisional reports. 

 

V.  Honours, awards and prizes 

 

Within the Department, the following are noteworthy appointments and awards:   

 

Dr. Gerald Batist, Professor of Medicine and Oncology, Director of the Segal Cancer Centre and of the McGill 

Centre for Translational Research in Cancer, received the 2019 Award for Exceptional Leadership in Cancer 

Research from the Canadian Cancer Research Alliance.  

 

Dr. William Foulkes has been honoured with the 2019 Distinguished Scientist Lecture and Award by the Canadian 

Society for Clinical Investigation for having made significant contributions to new knowledge for recognized in their 

field as expert, innovative, and in the forefront of research endeavors. He delivered his lecture at the CSCI Annual 

Meeting in Banff, Alberta. 

 
Dr. Gad Friedman, Division of Gastroenterology, was honored at the Gala for Crohn’s and Colitis Canada 2019 
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in Montreal for his excellent and innovative patient care. His contributions include the introduction of specialized 

techniques to our hospital such as removal of large polyps and common bile duct stones resulting in decreased need 

for surgery as well as the creation of an accredited McGill-wide nurses’ education program in gastroenterology. 

 

Dr. Christina Greenaway was included in the Canadian Society for International Health's first list of Canadian 

women leaders in global health. The list recognizes the achievements and expertise of women in global health. 

 

Dr. Susan Kahn, Professor in the Division of General Internal Medicine, was selected as the Clinical Research 

Scientist of the Year by the Lady Davis Institute of the Jewish General Hospital. She was also appointed Member 

of the Advisory Board for the CIHR’s Institute of Circulatory and Respiratory Health and added to the 

Grands Noms de la Médecine au Québec, Fédération des médecins spécialistes du Québec. 

 

Dr. Ernesto L. Schiffrin received the Distinguished James McGill Professor award which recognizes a late-career 

scholar's sustained scholarship of world-class caliber, international leadership and outstanding research record.  

 

Dr. Samy Suissa and Dr. Wilson Miller were also nominated as Distinguished James McGill Professors. 

 

Residents’ Awards 

 

Dr. Nicolas Meti received the Dave Feder Award. This award is presented to the resident who practices 

medicine with most compassion and sensitivity, displays kindness, respect and camaraderie towards colleagues 

and educators and carries a positive outlook enabling him/her to enjoy a meaningful balanced life beyond 

his/her profession.  

 

Dr. Camille Simard received the Dr. Allen Spanier Internal Medicine Award. This award is given to the 

resident who exhibits an enduring passion for the practice of medicine, through the enjoyment of solving 

challenges of patient care and sharing solutions with others, while maintaining a high level of professionalism.  

Dr. Marc Nicolas Bienz was the recipients of the Sheldon Zemelman Memorial Award given for academic 

excellence and outstanding contribution to patient care. 

  

Dr. Khaled Isselmou was the recipient of Fellow of the Year Award. This award instituted in 2016 is given 

to the fellow in Internal Medicine or its sub-specialties who most significantly contributes to the training and 

formation of Jewish General Hospital Internal Medicine residents and inspires colleagues and juniors with 

his/her role-model clinical skills. 

  

Dr. Maral Koolian was voted as Teacher of the Year by the residents. She also won the Internal Medicine 

TCP Teaching Award for her dedication to teaching history taking and physical exam skills during the 

Transition to Clinical Practice course. 

 

VI. Research  
 

The Department of Medicine research activities have been supported by both external funding agencies and by 

its own Clinical Research Awards, supported by endowment funds coming from the Doctor’s Galas, and the 

Academic Excellence Award of the Auxiliary which is awarded every other year.  

 

Department of Medicine Clinical Research Awards 

 

The goal of this award is to contribute to the academic development of the Department, and to encourage full-

time contract academic staff (CAS, previously called GFT-H) involved in clinical research by compensating, 

in part, their time dedicated to clinical research activities.  The Research Advisory Research Advisory 

Committee reviewed applications based on quality of projects, role and productivity of applicant, likelihood of 

publication in a peer-reviewed scientific journal and awarded seven (7) new applicants, renewed six (6) 

previous applicants and granted an extra year to three (3) applicants. The support has increased from an 
original budget of $40,000 in 2007 to $239,000 in 2019. The amount of the award was increased from $12,000 

to $15,000 per year starting May 2019. 
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Three awardees of this program, Drs. T. Jagoe, Dr. E. Levinoff and M. Teltscher, presented at Medical Grand 

Rounds on October 7, 2019. This was the Fifth Annual Clinical Research Symposium of the JGH Department 

of Medicine.  

 

Research Funding  
 

Total funding from external peer review granting agencies to JGH researchers in 2018-2019 was $36,836,844 

(Medicine $26,593,657).  

  

Salary award funding  
 

For the period 2019-2020, 9 Departmental members are holding prestigious Career Awards, Fellowship 

Awards or Research Chairs from various granting agencies, totaling $525,468. All clinical researchers are 

strongly encouraged to apply for salary support awards, as during the tenure of their awards, successful 

candidates can benefit from the generous RAMQ Clinical Researcher salary compensation program.  

 

In 2019, Dr. François Mercier received an FRQS grant as well as salary award. Drs.Mark Eisenberg, Marie 

Hudson, Chen Liang, Koren Mann and Chantal Autexier, Stephanie Lehoux, Andrew Mouland, Brent 

Richards, Brett Thombs and Mark Trifiro received CIHR operating grants in 2019. 

 

McGill University Department of Medicine Research Symposium 

 
McGill University Department of Medicine Research Symposium took place on April 24, 2019 at the McGill 

New Residence Hall and featured two outstanding keynote speakers and four speakers from the Jewish General 

Hospital, Drs. A. Gatignol, A. Karaplis, S. Kahn and F. Mercier with Dr. E. Schiffrin providing the closing 

remarks. 

 

Publications  

 
The number of publications authored by members of the Department of Medicine was 401 in 2019. 

 

VII.  Departmental Activities 

 

The Department continues to reinforce democratic and transparent management in all areas.  

 

VIII. MUHC and McGill 

 

Our relationship with the MUHC has been characterized by collaboration and collegiality. Our commitment to 

excellence in teaching at both the undergraduate and postgraduate level continues to be valued by McGill 

University. 

 

The Department continues to work towards maintaining its academic mission with improved staffing and 

resource allocation.  

 

The Department gratefully recognizes the support of the University and Hospital Administration in its 

recruitment efforts.   

 

1.2  OBJECTIVES AND PRIORITIES 

 

The Department of Medicine continues to play a key national and international role with many members active 

across Canada and in the international academic arena.  

 

We remain dedicated to ensure that the department continues to provide excellent care to the patients of the 
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hospital for which it is renowned, while at the same time maintaining its goals of excellence in teaching. The 

recruitment of highly qualified and competitive physician scientists has reinforced the research capacity of the 

department and has had a transformative effect on the ability of the hospital to serve as a translational science 

center. It has been challenging to provide conditions that are competitive with the best North American centers 

due to constraints in funding for personal support, operating monies and up-to-date equipment, as well as 

difficulties in ensuring adequate space allocation and support services. Despite these difficulties and 

constraints, we have been successful as can be seen above in already recruiting or about to recruit a 

considerable group of young physician-educators and physician-scientists in the areas of internal medicine, 

cardiology, endocrinology, hematology, pulmonary medicine, rheumatology and nephrology, all of who have a 

good chance of success in scientific competition for the scarce resources currently available locally, 

provincially and nationally. We have continued to fund and enhance a program that helps support the research 

by contract academic staff (CAS, previously called GFT-H) physicians.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Ernesto L. Schiffrin, C.M., MD, PhD, FRSC, FRCPC, FACP 

Physician-in-Chief 
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   MEDICAL GRAND ROUNDS & INVITED SPEAKERS (January 1 - December 31, 2019 
January 7 Polygenic Risk Scores to Predict Clinical Outcomes Brent Richards, MD 

January 14 Time to move on – from 9H to 4R: shorteR, safeR, cheapeR and betteR Results of 
two randomized trials in adults and children, of 4 months Rifampin (4R) vs 9 
months Isoniazid (9H) for treatment of latent TB 

Richard Menzies, MD, MUHC 

January 21 An Epidemiological Analysis of the Medical Literature: Lessons Learned from an 
Accidental Career in Medical Journalism 

Christopher Labos, MDCM, MSc, MUHC 

January 28 Thirtieth Annual Humanization of Care Awareness Program Rounds: Keeping it 
Together When Everyone Around You Is Falling Apart  

Susan Wener 

February 4 Fourth Annual McGill Global Health Initiative in Haiti Lectureshipan Impactful 
and Longitudinal Experience 

Tanya Girard, MD IM Resident MUHC-
McGill Jonathan-Houle, MD, Hematology 
Fellow McGill 

February 11 Cancer Associated Venous Thromboembolism: New Anticoagulant Therapeutics Vicky Tagalakis, MD, MSc 

February 18 Thrombotic Microangiopathy (TMA) – Importance of the Differential Diagnosis: 
How Classification Impacts Investigations and Management 

Louis-Philippe Girard, MD, Calgary 
University 

February 25 Ketogenic Diet and Diabetes: Why the Resistance? Elizabeth MacNamara, MD 

March 4 Optimum Diet for a Long & Useful Life: What’s the Evidence? L. John Hoffer, MD, PhD 

March 11 Emergency Room and Older Patients: to be Frail or at Risk? Olivier Beauchet, MD, PhD   

March 18 Uncommon Mechanisms in Thrombosis Research that Could Change your 
Practice 

Ed Conway, MD, PhD, University of British 
Columbia 

March 25 New Drugs for the Treatment of Severe Asthma  Pierre Ernst, MD, MSc 

April 1 Lumps, Bumps and Genes William D. Foulkes, MD, PhD, Maria 
Apellaniz-Ruiz, PhD & Barbara Rivera, PhD 

April 8 Modern Management of Chronic Thromboembolic Pulmonary Hypertension: 
JGH’s Comprehensive Integrated Program - from Bench to Bedside to Operating 
Room or to Cath Lab 

David Langleben, MD, Andrew Hirsch, MD, 
Jean-François Morin, MD & Ali Abualsaud, 
MD 

April 15 Penicillin Allergy Jesse Schwartz, MD 

April 29 2018 Louis and Arthur Lucian Award for Research in Circulatory Diseases 
Recipient' s Presentation: Understanding and Managing Variable Drug Actions: 
from the ECG to Population Genomics (Chapter 2: the Cardiac Sodium Channel)  

Dan M. Roden, MDCM, Vanderbilt 
University 

May 6 Cardiac Amyloidosis: the Mystery “Unfolds” Michael Chetrit MD, Cleveland, Ohio 

May 13 Autoimmune Inflammatory Myopathies: How Extra Muscular Features Are 
Stealing the Show 

Valerie Leclair, MD  

May 27 2018 Louis and Artur Lucian Award for Research in Circulatory Diseases 
Recipient's Presentation: From Secretory Precursor Proteins to the Discovery of 
the Family of Proprotein Convertases and Their Clinical Applications 

Nabil G. Seidah, PhD, Université de 
Montréal 

June 3 The Work-up and Treatment of Cancer of Unknown Primary Lawrence Panasci, MD 

June 10 Evolving Paradigms in the Clinical Care and Treatment of Hemoglobinopathies Véronique Naessens, MD, MUHC 

September 9 Special Event: Meet and Greet the Residents Elise Levinoff, MD 

September 16 Clinical Ethics Rounds: Ethical Issues Regarding Peg Feeding Tubes for 
Dementia Patients: a Case Review 

Mr. Kevin Hayes, Clinical Ethicist & Albert 
Cohen, MD 

September 23 The Future of Pathology: Facts, Trends, and Dreams  Alan Spatz, MD  

October 7 Fifth Annual Department of Medicine Clinical Research Symposium: 
 I. An Assay to Measure CYP3A4 and CYP1A2 Enzyme Activity in Humans: 
Potential Relevance in Lung Cancer  
II. A Multi-disciplinary Approach to Documentation of Delirium in Hospitalized 
Medical Patients 
III. Unusual Hobbies and Bad Habits: My Experience with Fecal Microbiota 
Transplant at the JGH 

 
Thomas Jagoe, MD, PhD 
 
Elise Levinoff, MD  
 
Marty Teltscher, MDCM 

October 21 Cleanliness and Godliness: Revisiting Skin Hygiene and Cutaneous T Cell 
Dysregulation 
 in Atopic Dermatitis 

Carolyn Jack, MD, MUHC 

October 28 Dilemmas in the Care of the Person with Advanced Dementia  Susan Mitchell, MD, MPH, Harvard 

November 4 Recent Advances and Novel Approaches in Targeted Therapy for Lung Cancer Carmela Pepe, MD & Jason Agulnik, MD 

November 11 Canadian Patient Safety Week: Improving Disclosure in Person Centered Care Suzanne Levitz, MD, Mrs. C. Bellerose, Me 
N. Lecoq, Ms. I. Caron, & Mr. E. Liitwin 

November 18 Multiple Myeloma: 2019 and Beyond Rayan Kaedbey, MD  

November 25 Can We Eliminate Hepatitis C? Averell Sherker, MD, Bethesda, Maryland 

December 2 The Journey of Endovascular Treatment in Acute Stroke: Where Are We Coming 
From, Where We Are Now, Where We Are Going 

Daniel Roy, MD, CHUM - Université de 
Montréal 

December 9 Nano-medicine - the Future Is Here  Mark Trifiro, MD 

December 16 Inflammation after Stroke: a Treatable Mechanism of Cognitive Impairment? Alexander Thiel, MD, PhD 
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3.  UNDERGRADUATE AND POSTGRADUATE TEACHING REPORTS 

 

A.   REPORT OF UNDERGRADUATE TEACHING - DECEMBER 2019 
 

There continues to be exciting progress in the undergraduate education program. 

 

1. RAC (Review/Assess/Consolidate)   
 

There were 33 RAC students. RAC is tutor-based teaching of physical exams paired with a Resident 

and consists of seven 1½ hours the 1st week, 3 hours the 2nd week plus 5 hours of OSCE from December 

2 to December 13.  All tutors have been found and the course started on December 2. 

 

2. Transition to Clinical Practice (TCP) 
 

From January - June 19, 2019, there were 53 TCP students. 

 

For January 6 - June 19, 2020, there will be 55 TCP students (4-5/group) within an 8 week block.  

During the 1st& the last week of the 8-week course, there will be a rotation in Radiation Oncology 

with a block of 7 continuous weeks of internal medicine and a minimum of 48 hours of bedside 

teaching (6-9 hours per week) spread over 8 weeks. Academic half-days are scheduled for 

Wednesdays pm, Thursdays am and Fridays am. Recruitment of tutors presents challenges especially 

for Block 2 (March 2 - April 24, 2020) 

 

Remuneration for teaching activities is paid by RAMQ. It is recommended that tutors keep a copy of 

their teaching schedule in case of an audit from the RAMQ. 

 

Upcoming Workload Policy 

Work week is not to exceed 50 hours (excluding evening and/or weekend scheduled activities) with a 

maximum of 70 hours weekly when clinical, academic, examination activities are included. 

 

Work day (including scheduled evening activities) must not exceed 16 hours. Students must have a 

minimum of 8 hours in between the evening activity and the start of a morning activity 

 

Upcoming Changes  
The EPA form will replace the observed bedside encounter (oral exam) evaluation form that will be 

sent to the Faculty as proof of completion of the activity. 

 

Changes to the Passport 
Attendance to the Interdisciplinary rounds is now a mandatory activity. The paper version will still 

require tutor’s signature. 

 

3. Clerkship Structure  

 

The current structure has the medical students doing 4 weeks of either K6 or K7, 2 weeks of 

CVU/CVICU, 2 weeks of ER Consults.  

 

 Evaluation Forms 
Evaluation of students by Attending MUST be completed within 2 weeks from the end of the rotation. 

  

 Entrustable Professional Activity 1 (EPA 1) Form 
A total of 2 EPA’s need to be observed on K6 & K7.  Attending will observe the students perform an 

activity at the bedside, with the-week-1-2-attending expected to observe the student take a focus 

history and the-week-3-4-attending, the focus physical exam. 
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The student will arrange and inform the Attending of a time that is convenient for them, when the 

observed encounter will take place. Students are responsible for forwarding the EPA form to be filled 

in (the form will be in the Attending’s ONE45 inbox) 

 

4. Student with Academic Difficulties 
 

Attendings should inform by email the Undergraduate Office as soon as possible if/when a student is 

having difficulties. A “borderline” or “fail” mark cannot be given to a student without informing the 

Undergraduate Office.  The JGH Site Director usually meets and works with the student to address the 

concerns. 

 

 Students’ absence from the floor  

A student’s absence on the floor without an email notification from the site administrator, should be 

reported as soon as possible. Students must return to the floor after their exam.  

 

 Workload policy  

 With the rapid turn-over, it is now more common to have students spend more than 10-12 hours/day 

on the ward.  To respect the McGill workload policy, if possible, attendings should try to help by 

reviewing admissions before or at sign-out and ensure that admissions are assigned to the clerkship 

student before noon, if the student is not on a late shift until 20h00.  

 

 Upcoming Changes  

There will be no sharing of the 16-week rotation with General Surgery. Students will complete 8 

weeks of Internal Medicine back-to-back at the same site.   

 

Along with the longitudinal exam, there will be an additional all-day exam including a progress test 

and a specialty exam on the last Friday of the 16-week block. 

 

 STAT Days  

With the exception of Christmas & New Year, students will not be present in the Hospital.  Weekend 

includes Monday STAT days and the Christmas/New Year period includes seven days off (5 

weekdays & 2 weekends). 

 

5. Elective Students 
 

To protect patients, students, elective supervisors and avoid any institutional liability issues, all 

elective requests must go through the Faculty’s web-site for approval.  

 

The success of the UGME is due to the participation and dedication of all Divisional members of the 

Department of Medicine.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Nathalie Saad, MD, FRCPC, MBA  

Site Director, Undergraduate Education, Internal Medicine, Jewish General Hospital  
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B. POSTGRADUATE TEACHING REPORT - DECEMBER 2019 

 

Residents’ Number 

There were 16 incoming R1’s, 16 R2's and 13 R1's in the 2019-20 academic year.  
 

CaRMS 2020  

 

The Internal Medicine Program at McGill University has been doing very well in CaRMS in the last 7 years, 

and this trend continues. All the spots at McGill University were filled in the first iteration in 2019. This year, 

there are over 400 applicants who will be screened for interviews. CaRMS interviews are in mid-January. We 

anticipate that there will be approximately 11-13 residents who will start at the JGH in July 2020 and a total of 

39 incoming residents to the McGill Program. As always, thank you to all those who volunteer their time with 

applications and interviews. 

 

Accreditation  

The final accreditation report for the Internal Medicine Program was submitted by the Royal College of 

Physicians of Canada in October, 2019. The program’s status is currently “Accredited with Notice of Intent to 

Withdraw Accreditation.” There will be a review of the program in May, 2022, and there will be an internal 

review prior to this Royal College review. The program is working towards making improvements for the 

residents’ learning environment, residents’ wellness and teaching. There will be an upcoming PD retreat on 

December 4th, 2019. 

 

Program Changes  

Competence By Design 

The major change within the program starting 2019 was the curriculum change to Competence By Design. 

Incoming residents are required to achieve certain milestones by completing entrustable professional activities 

(EPAs). To date, the R1s who began residency in July, 2019, have completed their first milestones which falls 

under Transition to Discipline. They are currently working through their Foundations of Discipline. The 

residents will ask attending staff to complete EPAs throughout their training experience and it is much 

appreciated if staff physicians can complete the EPAs on One45 as soon after the evaluation as possible. 

 

CTU  

The CTUs continue to consist of 28 patients, which is steady since July 2018. There is an 8 bed non-teaching 

Heme unit on K7, which is working very well. There are also 2 nurse practitioners rounding on the Heme unit. 

The staff and residents rounding on the CTUs have appreciated the decrease in the size of the CTUs, and all 

comments have been very positive. As usual, 2 admissions must be assigned by latest 10 am to juniors and 

students, so that the seniors can review 2 admissions before sign-out.  

 

There has been ongoing discussion with regards to teaching on the unit. Initially, it was suggested there be a 

20-30 minute teaching session every single day, on CTU. Staff must do a minimum of 2 teaching sessions in 2 

weeks. In 2020, code blue rounds will be re-introduced to the teaching program. As well, we are hoping to 

involve the input of pharmacy to provide a teaching session to residents and students. 

 

All residents must call the attending ward staff in the middle of the night if patients are being transferred to the 

ICU, CCU, code or die unexpectedly. This is in keeping with policies at the MGH and RVH.  

 

Morning report will continue for the first 3 Fridays of the period, from 7:45 am to 8:30 am, and radiology 

rounds will continue every second Tuesday from 8 am to 9 am.  

 

CCU  

There is now a 20-bed non-teaching unit in CCU. This serves to reduce the size of the teaching CCU. The 
residents benefit greatly from the teaching experience that they receive on the CCU, and hopefully, this will 

continue. 
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Academic Half-Day  

As of July, 2018, there are now 2 streams for Academic Half-Day: Thursday afternoons for R1s and R2s, and 

Wednesday mornings for R3s. The residents like this format so far. Residents are also attending academic half 

days at the McGill Simulation Centre, which they enjoy as well (crisis resource management, ethical scenarios, 

and procedure half days).  

 

Royal College Exams  

The R3s wrote their Royal College Exams in March and May, 2019. I am pleased to report that they have all 

been successful in passing their exams, and they are all now working through their fellowships in 

subspecialties. The major change for our site was the impact on schedule changes in March and May. Although 

there was a shortage of residents over this period of time, staff attendings filled the gaps while the residents 

were taking their exams. We have tried to change the master schedule so that there are 2 R2s on core rotations 

such as CTU, CCU, ICU, ERC.  

 

Resident Research  

Dr. Oriana Yu is our new JGH site Research Director. She has taken the time to meet with residents 

individually to review their projects with them to ensure that they are being completed on time. All residents 

must hand in an abstract and poster by June 30th of their third and final year of core internal medicine 

residency.  

 

The clinical vignettes night were held on November 27th, 2019. Two speakers from the JGH were invited to 

present talks on interesting case reports. Dr Anthony Lieu won the Harold Frank Award.  

 

IMGs  

Originally, PGME was not going to accept sponsored residents from Saudi Arabia. More recently, it was 

decided that there will be residents from Saudi. However, this may prove to be difficult for 2020, and it will be 

a university wide decision as to whether Saudi Residents will be able to commence training in 2020 because of 

the last minute decision. If they will begin in July 2020, these incoming residents will also be required to 

complete a preliminary rotations for three months prior to starting residency called PEAP (Pre-entry 

assessment program) During these 3 months, the residents will carry a reduced number of patients similar to 

medical students and will not be able to sign orders until they officially begin residency on July 1st.  

 

Other Varia 

The residents lounge is currently being organized for the Internal medicine residents on the 6th floor. The 

residents would like to thank Dr. Schiffrin for facilitating this request. 

 

Holiday Party  

The Holiday Party was held on Sunday, December 8th, at 6pm, at Le Smoking Vallee. It was well attended by 

staff who took this opportunity to express their appreciation of the residents’ contribution to the Department of 

Medicine. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Elise Levinoff, MD, MSc, FRCP(C) 

JGH Site Internal Medicine Program Director, McGill University 
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GENERAL INTERNAL MEDICINE HOUSESTAFF LIST JULY 1, 2019 - JUNE 30, 2020 

 

 

 

CHIEF RESIDENTS 

 

 

Lieu, Anthony (July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2020) 

Mah, Jordan (July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2020) 

Gingras, Marc-Alexandre (July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2020) 

 

 

 

R3 

 

Akhtar, Muhammad (Haris)  

Beltran-Bless, Anna-Alicia  

Frohlich, Michael  

Gingras, Marc-Alexandre  

Krahn, Thomas  

Lieu, Anthony  

Mah, Jordan  

Maheswaran, Janane  

McConnell, Ted 

Muhammad, Ajlan  

Rabinovitch, Andrew  

Rached-Dastous, Nour  

Tsui, Harmony  

 

R2 
 

Ades, Matthew  

Almazyad, Bader  

Bedrouni, Wassim  

Cotton, Thaisa  

Dabaghjamanesh, Mojtaba  

Deng, Lan  

Di Iorio, Massimo Romolo  

Elharram, Malik Mohamed  

Escobar Olaya, Diana  

Gerstein, Lindsey  

Kazandjian, Suzanne (5-13)  

Nodzynski, Thomas  

Spillane, David  

Tabah, Justin  

Xiao, Yasi  

Wright, Jennifer  

 

R1 
 

Alenezi, Talal  

Alkhamees, Fatema  

Almsarri, Qamar (Sl)  

Alqahtani, Mohammad  

Belzile-Dugas, Ève  

Kazandjian, Suzanne (Per 1-4)  

Laverdure, Morgane  

Makhaly, Samer  

McPhaden, Heather  

Miller, Adam  

Negreanu, Daniel  

Pang, Steph  

Pavoni, Carolyn  

Poirier Blanchette, Laurence   

Rinfret, Félix  

Sareen, Vasu  

 

OTHER PROGRAMS 

  

1st Year Residents Program Periods  
Abdullah, Sarah   Genetics (Periods 9-13) 

Alhufayti, Ibtihal   Genetics (Periods 9-13) 

Al-Qahtani, Ahmed   Ophthalmology (Periods 1-

11) 

Buyukkurt, Asli   Neurology Periods 1-13  

Oksenhendler, Rebecca   Neurology Periods 1-13  

Nanda, Rhaul   Dermatology Periods 1-12  

Saxena, Anjali  Dermatology Periods 1-12  

Desilets, Jade   Obstetrics/Gynecology Per.2:  

CTU; Per. 3: IMC 
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4.  EXTERNAL RESEARCH GRANTS & AWARDS 

 

A. Career Awards - July 2019 - June 2020 (Clinician-Scientists) 

 

Name Agency Expiry Date  Amount     

 

AFILALO, Dr. J. CIHR 30-Jun-2022   60,000 

 

ASSOULINE, SARIT. FRQS 30-Jun-2022   39,913 

 

KAHN, Dr. S. Tier 1 Canada Research Chair 20-Sept-2021  120,000  

 

LONGTIN, Dr. Y. FRQS  30-Jun-2021    38,227 

 

MERCIER, Dr. F. FRQS  30-Jun-2023    35,393 

 

RICHARDS, B. FRQS 30-Jun-2021    38,227 

 William Dawson 30-June-2020   15,000 

 

SCHIFFRIN, Dr. E. Tier 1 Canada Research Chair   31-Dec-2019  145,000 

 

YU, Dr. Oriana FRQS  30-Jun-2022    33,708 

 

TOTAL:     525,468 

 

B. Grants & Bursaries 2018-2019 

 

See attached Excel File 

 

5.  NEW HONORS, AWARDS AND APPOINTMENTS  

(SEE APPENDIX A) 

 

6.  PUBLICATIONS (January - December 2019 - 401 publications) 

 
Agulnik, Jason 
 

--Wang H, Agulnik J, Kasymjanova G, Fiset PO, Camilleri-Broet S, Redpath M, Cohen V, Small D, Pepe C, 

Sakr L, Spatz A. The metastatic site does not influence PD-L1 expression in advanced non-small cell lung 

carcinoma. Lung Cancer. 2019;132:36-38. 

 

--Bebb DG, Agulnik J, Albadine R, Banerji S, Bigras G, Butts C, Couture C, Cutz JC, Desmeules P, Ionescu 

DN, Leighl NB, Melosky B, Morzycki W, Rashid-Kolvear F, Lab C, Sekhon HS, Smith AC, Stockley TL, 

Torlakovic E, Xu Z, Tsao MS. Crizotinib inhibition of ROS1-positive tumours in advanced non-small-cell lung 

cancer: a Canadian perspective. Curr Oncol. 2019;26(4):e551-e557. 

 

--Couëtoux du Tertre M, Marques M, Tremblay L, Bouchard N, Diaconescu R, Blais N, Couture C, Pelsser V, 

Wang H, Higenell V, Izzi L, Gambaro K, Hoffert C, Srivastava A, Spatz A, Rousseau C, McNamara S, Cohen V, 

Batist G, Agulnik J. Analysis of the Genomic Landscape in ALK+ NSCLC Patients Identifies Novel Aberrations 

Associated with Clinical Outcomes. Mol Cancer Ther. 2019 Sep;18(9):1628-1636. 

 

Afilalo, Jonathan 
 

--Galatas C, Afilalo J. Transcatheter aortic valve replacement over age 90: Risks vs benefits. Clin Cardiol. 2019 

Dec 16. doi: 10.1002/clc.23310. [Epub ahead of print] Review. 
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--Damluji AA, Forman DE, van Diepen S, Alexander KP, Page RL 2nd, Hummel SL, Menon V, Katz JN, Albert 

NM, Afilalo J, Cohen MG. Older Adults in the Cardiac Intensive Care Unit: Factoring Geriatric Syndromes in 

the Management, Prognosis,and Process of Care: A Scientific Statement From the American Heart 

Association.Circulation. 2019 Dec 9:CIR0000000000000741. doi: 10.1161/CIR.0000000000000741. [Epub 

ahead of print]. 

 

--Asgar AW, Ouzounian M, Adams C, Afilalo J, Fremes S, Lauck S, Leipsic J, Piazza N, Rodes-Cabau J, Welsh 

R, Wijeysundera HC, Webb JG. 2019 Canadian Cardiovascular Society Position Statement for Transcatheter 

Aortic Valve Implantation. Can J Cardiol. 2019 Nov;35(11):1437-1448. doi: 10.1016/j.cjca.2019.08.011. 

 

--Goyal P, Gorodeski EZ, Flint KM, Goldwater DS, Dodson JA, Afilalo J, Maurer MS, Rich MW, Alexander 

KP, Hummel SL. Perspectives on Implementing a MultidomainApproach to Caring for Older Adults With Heart 

Failure. J Am Geriatr Soc. 2019 Dec;67(12):2593-2599. doi: 10.1111/jgs.16183. Epub 2019 Oct 18. 

 

--Hoogendijk EO, Afilalo J, Ensrud KE, Kowal P, Onder G, Fried LP. Frailty: implications for clinical practice 

and public health. Lancet. 2019 Oct 12;394(10206):1365-1375. doi: 10.1016/S0140-6736(19)31786-6. Review. 

 

--Afilalo J. Evaluating and Treating Frailty in Cardiac Rehabilitation. Clin Geriatr Med. 2019 Nov;35(4):445-

457. doi: 10.1016/j.cger.2019.07.002. Epub 2019 Jul 2. Review. 

 

--Chetrit M, Afilalo J. Authors' Reply. J Am Soc Echocardiogr. 2019 Sep;32(9):1250. doi: 

10.1016/j.echo.2019.07.011. 

 

--Blissett S, Chocron Y, Kovacina B, Afilalo J. Diagnostic and prognostic value of cardiac magnetic resonance 

in acute myocarditis: a systematic review and meta-analysis. Int J Cardiovasc Imaging. 2019 Dec;35(12):2221-

2229. doi: 10.1007/s10554-019-01674-x. Epub 2019 Aug 6. 

 

--Muscedere J, Kim PM, Afilalo J, Balion C, Baracos VE, Bowdish D, Cesari M, Erusalimsky JD, Fülöp T, 

Heckman G, Howlett SE, Khadaroo RG, Kirkland JL, Rodriguez Mañas L, Marzetti E, Paré G, Raina P, 

Rockwood K, Sinclair A, Skappak C, Verschoor C, Walter S. Proceedings of the Canadian Frailty Network 

Workshop: Identifying Biomarkers of Frailty to Support Frailty Risk Assessment, Diagnosis and Prognosis. 

Toronto, January 15, 2018. J Frailty Aging. 2019;8(3):106-116. doi: 10.14283/jfa.2019.12. 

 

--Hosler QP, Maltagliati AJ, Shi SM, Afilalo J, Popma JJ, Khabbaz KR, Laham RJ, Guibone K, Kim DH. A 

Practical Two-Stage Frailty Assessment for Older Adults Undergoing Aortic Valve Replacement. J Am Geriatr 

Soc. 2019 Oct;67(10):2031-2037. doi: 10.1111/jgs.16036. Epub 2019 Jun 18. PubMed PMID: 31211413; 

PubMed Central PMCID: PMC6800747. 

 

--Beauchet O, Fung S, Launay CP, Cooper-Brown LA, Afilalo J, Herbert P, Afilalo M, Chabot J. Screening for 

older inpatients at risk for long length of stay: which clinical tool to use? BMC Geriatr. 2019 Jun 6;19(1):156. 

doi: 10.1186/s12877-019-1165-4. 

 

--Drudi LM, Ades M, Mancini R, Boudrias C, Obrand DI, Steinmetz OK, Afilalo J. Frailty assessment in older 

adults undergoing interventions for peripheral arterial disease. J Vasc Surg. 2019 Nov;70(5):1594-1602.e1. doi: 

10.1016/j.jvs.2018.12.052. Epub 2019 May 18. 

 

--Walston J, Bandeen-Roche K, Buta B, Bergman H, Gill TM, Morley JE, Fried LP, Robinson TN, Afilalo J, 

Newman AB, López-Otín C, De Cabo R, Theou O, Studenski S, Cohen HJ, Ferrucci L. Moving Frailty Toward 

Clinical Practice: NIA Intramural Frailty Science Symposium Summary. J Am Geriatr Soc. 2019 

Aug;67(8):1559-1564. doi: 10.1111/jgs.15928. Epub 2019 May 2. PubMed PMID: 31045254; PubMed Central 

PMCID: PMC6830521. 

 

--Sathananthan J, Lauck S, Piazza N, Martucci G, Kim DH, Popma JJ, Asgar AW, Perrault LP, Lefèvre T, 

Labinaz M, Lamy A, Peterson MD, Arora RC, Noiseux N, Généreux P, Webb JG, Afilalo J. Habitual Physical 

Activity in Older Adults Undergoing TAVR: Insights From the FRAILTY-AVR Study. JACC Cardiovasc Interv. 

2019 Apr 22;12(8):781-789. doi: 10.1016/j.jcin.2019.02.049. 
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--Shi SM, Sung M, Afilalo J, Lipsitz LA, Kim CA, Popma JJ, Khabbaz KR, Laham RJ, Guibone K, Lee J, 

Marcantonio ER, Kim DH. Delirium Incidence and Functional Outcomes After Transcatheter and Surgical 

Aortic Valve Replacement. J Am GeriatrSoc. 2019 Jul;67(7):1393-1401. doi: 10.1111/jgs.15867. Epub 2019 Mar 

18. 

 

--Pighi M, Piazza N, Martucci G, Lachapelle K, Perrault LP, Asgar AW, Lauck S, Webb JG, Popma JJ, Kim DH, 

Lefèvre T, Labinaz M, Lamy A, Peterson MD, Arora RC, Noiseux N, Trnkus A, Afilalo J. Sex-Specific 

Determinants of Outcomes After Transcatheter Aortic Valve Replacement. Circ Cardiovasc Qual Outcomes. 

2019 Mar;12(3):e005363. doi: 10.1161/CIRCOUTCOMES.118.005363. 

 

--Chetrit M, Roujol S, Picard MH, Timmins L, Manning WJ, Rudski LG, Levine RA, Afilalo J. Optimal 

Technique for Measurement of Linear Left Ventricular Dimensions. J Am Soc Echocardiogr. 2019 

Apr;32(4):476-483.e1. doi: 10.1016/j.echo.2018.12.001. Epub 2019 Feb 28. 

 

--Mullie L, Afilalo J. CoreSlicer: a web toolkit for analytic morphomics. BMC Med Imaging. 2019 Feb 

11;19(1):15. doi: 10.1186/s12880-019-0316-6. 

 

--Afilalo J, Joshi A, Mancini R. If You Cannot Measure Frailty, You Cannot Improve It. JACC Heart Fail. 2019 

Apr;7(4):303-305. doi: 10.1016/j.jchf.2018.12.015. Epub 2019 Feb 6. 

 

--Kim DH, Afilalo J, Shi SM, Popma JJ, Khabbaz KR, Laham RJ, Grodstein F, Guibone K, Lux E, Lipsitz LA. 

Evaluation of Changes in Functional Status in the Year After Aortic Valve Replacement. JAMA Intern Med. 

2019 Mar 1;179(3):383-391.doi: 10.1001/jamainternmed.2018.6738. 

 

--Drudi LM, Ades M, Landry T, Gill HL, Grenon SM, Steinmetz OK, Afilalo J. Scoping review of frailty in 

vascular surgery. J Vasc Surg. 2019 Jun;69(6):1989-1998.e2. doi: 10.1016/j.jvs.2018.10.053. Epub 2018 Dec 24. 

Review. 

 

--Tremblay-Gravel M, Marquis-Gravel G, Avram R, Desplantie O, Ducharme A, Bibas L, Pacheco C, Couture E, 

Simard F, Poulin A, Malhamé I, Tran D, Rey E, Tournoux F, Harvey L, Sénéchal M, Bélisle P, Descarries L, 

Farand P, Pranno N, Diaz A, Afilalo J, Ly HQ, Fortier A, Jolicoeur EM; BRO-HF investigators. The effect of 

bromocriptine on left ventricular functional recovery in peripartum cardiomyopathy: insights from the BRO-HF 

retrospective cohort study. ESC Heart Fail. 2019 Feb;6(1):27-36. doi: 10.1002/ehf2.12376. Epub 2018 Nov 22. 

 

--Yanagawa B, Graham MM, Afilalo J, Hassan A, Arora RC. Frailty as a risk predictor in cardiac surgery: 

Beyond the eyeball test. J Thorac Cardiovasc Surg. 2019 May; 157(5):1905-1909. doi: 

10.1016/j.jtcvs.2018.08.054. Epub 2018 Sep 5. 

 

--Shi S, Afilalo J, Lipsitz LA, Popma JJ, Khabbaz KR, Laham RJ, Guibone K, Grodstein F, Lux E, Kim DH. 

Frailty Phenotype and Deficit Accumulation Frailty Index in Predicting Recovery After Transcatheter and 

Surgical Aortic Valve Replacement. J Gerontol A Biol Sci Med Sci. 2019 Jul 12;74(8):1249-1256. doi: 10.1093 

 

Assouline, Sarit 
--Landsburg DJ, Ayers EC, Bond DA, Maddocks KJ, Karmali R, Behdad A, Curry M, Wagner-Johnston ND, 

Modi D, Ramchandren R, Assouline SE, Faramand R, Chavez JC, Torka P, Mier Hicks A, Medeiros LJ, Li S. 

Poor outcomes for double-hit lymphoma patients treated with curative-intent second-line immunochemotherapy 

following failure of intensive front-line immunochemotherapy. Br J Haematol. 2019 Dec 5. doi: 

10.1111/bjh.16319. [Epub ahead of print] 

 

--Morschhauser F, Flinn IW, Advani R, Sehn LH, Diefenbach C, Kolibaba K, Press OW, Salles G, Tilly H, Chen 

AI, Assouline S, Cheson BD, Dreyling M, Hagenbeek A, Zinzani PL, Jones S, Cheng J, Lu D, Penuel E, Hirata 

J, Wenger M, Chu YW, Sharman J. Polatuzumab vedotin or pinatuzumab vedotin plus rituximab in patients with 

relapsed or refractory non-Hodgkin lymphoma: final results from a phase 2 randomised study (ROMULUS). 

Lancet Haematol. 2019 May;6(5):e254-e265. doi: 10.1016/S2352-3026(19)30026-2. Epub 2019 Mar 29. 
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--Flinn IW, Miller CB, Ardeshna KM, Tetreault S, Assouline SE, Mayer J, Merli M, Lunin SD, Pettitt AR, Nagy 

Z, Tournilhac O, Abou-Nassar KE, Crump M, Jacobsen ED, de Vos S, Kelly VM, Shi W, Steelman L, Le N, 

Weaver DT, Lustgarten S, Wagner-Johnston ND, Zinzani PL. DYNAMO: A Phase II Study of Duvelisib (IPI-

145) in Patients With Refractory Indolent Non-Hodgkin Lymphoma. J Clin Oncol. 2019 Apr 10;37(11):912-922. 

doi: 10.1200/JCO.18.00915. Epub 2019 Feb 11. Erratum in: J Clin Oncol. 2019 Jun 1;37(16):1448. 

 

--Awan FT, Thirman MJ, Patel-Donnelly D, Assouline S, Rao AV, Ye W, Hill B, Sharman JP. Entospletinib 

monotherapy in patients with relapsed or refractory chronic lymphocytic leukemia previously treated with B-cell 

receptor inhibitors: results of a phase 2 study. Leuk Lymphoma. 2019 Aug;60(8):1972-1977. doi: 

10.1080/10428194.2018.1562180. Epub 2019 Jan 11. 

 

--Klil-Drori AJ, Yin H, Azoulay L, Harnois M, Gratton MO, Busque L, Assouline SE; Groupe Québécois de 

Recherche en Leucémie Myéloïde Chronique et Néoplasies Myéloprolifératives (GQR LMC-NMP). Persistence 

with generic imatinib for chronic myeloid leukemia: a matched cohort study. Haematologica. 2019 

Jul;104(7):e293-e295. doi: 10.3324/haematol.2018.211235. Epub 2019 Jan 10. No abstract available. 

 

--Ansell SM, Minnema MC, Johnson P, Timmerman JM, Armand P, Shipp MA, Rodig SJ, Ligon AH, Roemer 

MGM, Reddy N, Cohen JB, Assouline S, Poon M, Sharma M, Kato K, Samakoglu S, Sumbul A, Grigg A. 

Nivolumab for Relapsed/Refractory Diffuse Large B-Cell Lymphoma in Patients Ineligible for or Having Failed 

Autologous Transplantation: A Single-Arm, Phase II Study. J Clin Oncol. 2019 Feb 20;37(6):481-489. doi: 

10.1200/JCO.18.00766. Epub 2019 Jan 8. 

 

--Klil-Drori AJ, Yin H, Azoulay L, Del Corpo A, Harnois M, Gratton MO, Olney HJ, Delage R, Laneuville P, 

Mollica L, Busque L, Assouline SE; Groupe Québécois de Recherche en Leucémie Myéloïde Chronique et 

Néoplasies Myéloprolifératives (GQR LMC-NMP). Molecular monitoring of therapeutic milestones and clinical 

outcomes in patients with chronic myeloid leukemia. Cancer. 2019 Feb 15;125(4):618-625. doi: 

10.1002/cncr.31835. Epub 2018 Nov 13. 

 

--Bixby D, Noppeney R, Lin TL, Cortes J, Krauter J, Yee K, Medeiros BC, Krämer A, Assouline S, Fiedler W, 

Dimier N, Simmons BP, Riehl T, Colburn D. Safety and efficacy of vismodegib in relapsed/refractory acute 

myeloid leukaemia: results of a phase Ib trial.Br J Haematol. 2019 May;185(3):595-598. doi: 10.1111/bjh.15571. 

Epub 2018 Sep 11. No abstract available. 

 

--Andorsky DJ, Kolibaba KS, Assouline S, Forero-Torres A, Jones V, Klein LM, Patel-Donnelly D, Smith M, 

Ye W, Shi W, Yasenchak CA, Sharman JP. An open-label phase 2 trial of entospletinib in indolent non-Hodgkin 

lymphoma and mantle cell lymphoma. Br J Haematol. 2019 Jan;184(2):215-222. doi: 10.1111/bjh.15552. Epub 

2018 Sep 5. 

 

Baron, Murray 
 

--Ellingwood L, Schieir O, Valois MF, Bartlett SJ, Bessette L, Boire G, Hazlewood G, Hitchon C, Keystone EC, 

Tin D, Thorne C, Bykerk VP, Pope JE, Baron M, Bessette L, Boire G, Bykerk V, Colmegna I, Fallavollita S, 

Haaland D, Haraoui P, Hazlewood G, Hitchon C, Jamal S, Joshi R, Keystone E, Nair B, Panopoulos P, Pope J, 

Rubin L, Thorne C, Villeneuve E, Zummer M. Palindromic Rheumatism Frequently Precedes Early Rheumatoid 

Arthritis: Results from an Incident Cohort. ACR open rheumatology 2019;1:614-9. 

 

--Pokharel G, Deardon R, Barnabe C, Bykerk V, Bartlett SJ, Bessette L, Boire G, Hitchon CA, Keystone E, Pope 

J, Schieir O, Tin D, Thorne C, Hazlewood GS, Baron M, Bessette L, Boire G, Bykerk V, Colmegna I, 

Fallavollita S, Haaland D, Haraoui P, Hazlewood G, Hitchon C, Jamal S, Joshi R, Keystone E, Nair B, 

Panopoulos P, Penney C, Pope J, Rubin L, Thorne C, Villeneuve E, Zummer M. Joint Estimation of Remission 

and Response for Methotrexate-Based DMARD Options in Rheumatoid Arthritis: A Bivariate Network Meta-

Analysis. ACR open rheumatology 2019;1:471-9. 

 

--Nevskaya T, Zheng B, Baxter CA, Ramey DR, Pope JE, Baron M. Skin improvement is a surrogate for 

favourable changes in other organ systems in early diffuse cutaneous systemic sclerosis. Rheumatology (Oxford, 

England) 2019. 
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--He C, Levis B, Riehm KE, Saadat N, Levis AW, Azar M, Rice DB, Krishnan A, Wu Y, Sun Y, Imran M, 

Boruff J, Cuijpers P, Gilbody S, Ioannidis JPA, Kloda LA, McMillan D, Patten SB, Shrier I, Ziegelstein RC, 

Akena DH, Arroll B, Ayalon L, Baradaran HR, Baron M, Beraldi A, Bombardier CH, Butterworth P, Carter G, 

Chagas MHN, Chan JCN, Cholera R, Clover K, Conwell Y, de Man-van Ginkel JM, Fann JR, Fischer FH, Fung 

D, Gelaye B, Goodyear-Smith F, Greeno CG, Hall BJ, Harrison PA, Harter M, Hegerl U, Hides L, Hobfoll SE, 

Hudson M, Hyphantis TN, Inagaki M, Ismail K, Jette N, Khamseh ME, Kiely KM, Kwan Y, Lamers F, Liu SI, 

Lotrakul M, Loureiro SR, Lowe B, Marsh L, McGuire A, Mohd-Sidik S, Munhoz TN, Muramatsu K, Osorio FL, 

Patel V, Pence BW, Persoons P, Picardi A, Reuter K, Rooney AG, da Silva Dos Santos IS, Shaaban J, 

Sidebottom A, Simning A, Stafford L, Sung S, Tan PLL, Turner A, van Weert H, White J, Whooley MA, 

Winkley K, Yamada M, Thombs BD, Benedetti A. The Accuracy of the Patient Health Questionnaire-9 

Algorithm for Screening to Detect Major Depression: An Individual Participant Data Meta-Analysis. 

Psychotherapy and psychosomatics 2019:1-13. 

 

--Hoa S, Bernatsky S, Steele RJ, Baron M, Hudson M. Association between immunosuppressive therapy and 

course of mild interstitial lung disease in systemic sclerosis. Rheumatology (Oxford, England) 2019. 

 

--Ross L, Stevens W, Wilson M, Strickland G, Walker J, Sahhar J, Ngian GS, Roddy J, Major G, Proudman S, 

Baron M, Nikpour M. Can patient-reported symptoms be used to measure disease activity in systemic sclerosis? 

Arthritis care & research 2019. 

 

--Zheng B, Nevskaya T, Baxter CA, Ramey DR, Pope JE, Baron M. Changes in skin score in early diffuse 

cutaneous systemic sclerosis are associated with changes in global disease severity. Rheumatology (Oxford, 

England) 2019. 

 

--Kwakkenbos L, Thombs BD, Khanna D, Carrier ME, Baron M, Furst DE, Gottesman K, van den Hoogen F, 

Malcarne VL, Mayes MD, Mouthon L, Nielson WR, Poiraudeau S, Riggs R, Sauve M, Wigley F, Hudson M, 

Bartlett SJ. Performance of the Patient-Reported Outcomes Measurement Information System-29 in scleroderma: 

a Scleroderma Patient-centered Intervention Network Cohort Study. Rheumatology (Oxford, England) 2019. 

 

--Wu Y, Levis B, Riehm KE, Saadat N, Levis AW, Azar M, Rice DB, Boruff J, Cuijpers P, Gilbody S, Ioannidis 

JPA, Kloda LA, McMillan D, Patten SB, Shrier I, Ziegelstein RC, Akena DH, Arroll B, Ayalon L, Baradaran 

HR, Baron M, Bombardier CH, Butterworth P, Carter G, Chagas MH, Chan JCN, Cholera R, Conwell Y, de 
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