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Voices unite in chorus of support 
Healing concert in solidarity with Filipino staff and people

“Care for All” means extending a 
helping hand not only to those who 

come through the hospital doors or live 
in the neighbourhood. JGH staff unite in 
support of anyone whose need is great, no 
matter where in the world they may be.

To share staff’s deep concern for the 
victims of the devastation caused by 
Typhoon Haiyan in November, JGH Music 
Therapist Bryan Highbloom organized a 
healing concert. Filipino staff at the hospital 
stepped forward to share their rich culture 
of song to uplift each other, as many of their 
colleagues were grieving for, searching for 
and deeply worried about family and loved 
ones back in their homeland. The largely 
improvised program included songs not 
only in English, but in the national Filipino 
language, Tagalog.

The concert was the inspiration of Hopitel 
Television Technician Matthew Bell, 
who is well aware of the tremendous 
healing powers of music. Mr. Bell, who 
accompanied Filipino staff members on 

the keyboard during the concert, volunteers 
almost daily playing the piano in Radiation 
Oncolgy to soothe patients and their 
families. “We’re very happy to be here to 
support our staff in this time of tremendous 
difficulty,” said JGH Director of Nursing 
Johanne Boileau. Father Aimé Kanyabuzige, 
the JGH Chaplaincy Priest, also brought 
words of comfort “for all those families in 
grief”.

Dignitaries from the Filipino community 
shared their messages of support, including 
the President of the Filipino Association of 
Montreal and Suburbs, Ms. Nida Quirapas, 
and Mr. Ramon Vicente, President of the 
Board of Trustees of the Filipino Association 
of Montreal. The Mayor of Côte Saint-Luc, 
Mr Anthony Housefather, also attended, 
and spoke of the “integral part” the Filipino 
community plays “in Montreal’s society”.

“This wonderful concert reminds us that 
life goes on. Even in times of disaster, we 
never, ever, ever give up hope,” said Mr. 
Highbloom.

Philipino staff from the Stroke Unit and CSR join in singing with colleagues, 
accompanied by Bryan Highbloom.

Paolo Regacho, formerly a nurse on 8 North West, Urology/ENT, sings during 
benefit concert, accompanied by Bryan Highbloom.
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