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JGH
Jazz
Cool music for hot days

Dates
to remember

� July 28: Ann Shapiro Jewellery &
Accessories, Légaré entrance.

� August 1 - 7: World Breastfeeding
Week

� August 14: Tisha B’Av, commemorating
the destruction of the first Jewish tem-
ple in Jerusalem by the Babylonians, and
the second by the Romans.

� August 18: JGH Foundation presents
the eighth annual Leadership JGH Tennis
Classic, Jarry Park. Info/tickets: local
5836.

� August 18: El Svier – Medical book sale
in the walkway between the main corri-
dor and Pavilion G

� August 25: JGH Foundation presents To
Save a Life: A Recognition of Italian
Heroism During the Holocaust, including
a preview of the film "Perlasca: An
Italian Hero," Saidye Bronfman Centre.
Info/tickets: local 1922.

� August 25: Ann Shapiro Jewellery &
Accessories, Légaré entrance.

� August 26 - 28: Weekend to End Breast
Cancer. Info: (514) 393-WALK (9255) or
www.endcancer.ca.

Pascal Boudreau (left)
of Ensemble Hassan

el Hadi and music
therapist Bryan

Highbloom perform
at the lunchtime

show on June 30.

Despite the unseasonably hot weather, dozens of music lovers were drawn
outside at mid-day on June 27 for the launch of the sixth annual edition
of the JGH Jazz Festival, which continued daily until July 8.
Hospital patients, staff, volunteers, visitors and members of the public kept
coming back for the free concerts outdoors (on the lawn at Côte-des-
Neiges and Côte-Ste-Catherine) and indoors (in the sixth-floor Weismann
Solarium), featuring the talents of JGH staff members and local musicians.
Not only do the performances provide pleasant summer entertainment, but
the music’s power gives an emotional and spiritual lift to patients.
"JGH Jazz is an integral part of the network of medical and therapeutic
services that the hospital offers to its patients," said JGH music therapist
Bryan Highbloom, organizer of JGH Jazz. "The festival enhances the con-
nection between music and medicine by bringing together musicians and
patients to share a life- and health-affirming experience. Our motto, ‘Music
is healing,’ aims to illustrate this connection."
Returning performers included Latin jazz group Wendajam, the Vincent
Stephen-Ong Quartet, Silvio Clauser, swinging jazz group Open Standards,
Sophia Scott-Campbell, Shalabi Effect and Ensemble Hassan el Hadi.
A highlight of the festival was the tribute to the late JGH consultant in the
Division of Neurosurgery, Dr. Emile Berger, a humanist, artist and enthusi-
astic supporter of JGH Jazz, in a special concert featuring some of his
favourite music. "I remember seeing Dr. Berger perform at JGH Jazz and he
really enjoyed it," said JGH social worker Annie Danino, an audience mem-
ber. "It’s fitting to pay tribute to him in this way."
Visitor John Franken was leaving the hospital after seeing a friend, when
he heard the music and stopped to take in the Vincent Stephen-Ong
Quartet concert. "It’s fantastic," he said. "Music is therapeutic, an impor-
tant part of the healing process. The only thing missing is a dance floor!"
Nyla Adams, a technician in the JGH Division of Cardiology and a regular
JGH Jazz attendee, said programs like the JGH Jazz Festival are unique to
the JGH. "The Jewish General has a holistic approach and sets aside time
for recreation and renewal. It’s great for staff too. We need programs like
this at lunch time."

You can support JGH Jazz by purchasing 
commemorative JGH Jazz t-shirts
($10), hats ($10) and mugs ($5), for
sale in Room A-106. Proceeds go to the
JGH's music therapy program.
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