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The sweet sounds of jazz floated through
the hospital hallways during the 4th Annual
JGH Jazz Festival in June. This year’s festival
featured daily concerts in the Weissman
Solarium (6th Floor) as well as some surpris-
es and special events.   

The week-long festival, which was organized
by music therapist Bryan Highbloom, began
with a special celebrity guest appearance.
Jazz legend Jack Dejohnette paid a visit to
Geriatric patients, performing his signature
percussion stylings, as well as some piano
jazz classics. Patients sang along, danced and
enjoyed the show. 

Another highlight of the festival was the
outdoor concert which featured the group
Wen-Da-Jam, along with some special per-
formances by staff members Theo Perna (6
West), Silvio Clauser (Radiology), Kevin
Ferdinand (2 North East), Arjang Poursabet
(Radiology) Dr. Jack Cohen, and of course,
Bryan Highbloom.  

The festival finale was a special Oneg
Shabbat featuring noted Montreal poets Ian
Ferrier and Catherine Kidd, who were joined
by members of hospital staff in expressing
through words and music the heart and soul
of the hospital. 

Other performers throughout the week
included La Famille Billette, Shalabi Effect,
Sharon Zigman and Ilona Eliakim. 

"We continue to see that music helps the
healing process," said Bryan Highbloom.
"Music is a life-giving force that can be used
by all and the performers in this festival hope
that they touched the patients as much as
they themselves were moved." 

Bryan Highbloom and Wen-Da-Jam
played some spicy Latin beats at the out-
door concert. 

RENO JGH
This summer, the Maintenance Department made major repairs and
improvements to the exterior grounds of the hospital.  
A new irrigation system was installed in order to maintain the new
flowers, shrubs and grass.  As a result, watering no longer needs to be
done manually during the day, enabling the staff to save time and per-
form other repairs and improvements to the hospital.  A patio was
installed so that employees can enjoy having their lunch outside amid

the beautiful new landscaping. At the same time,
repairs were made to potentially dangerous slopes.
The area was leveled out in order for people to
avoid tripping. The slopes were replaced with solid
ground, which became the new patio.  
"This project was designed and implemented with
the intention of offering staff a healthy and pleas-
ant place to spend their free time and for patients
to spend some time with their families," said

Stephan Simioni, Chief of
Maintenance.  "The Maintenance
Department is always working to
maintain and improve the safety
and attractiveness of the hospital
environment.  We all look forward
to making other improvements
and, in the meantime, I believe we
have achieved something that we
can all be proud of."

Kevin Ferdinand
serenaded the
audience with
some sweet
melodies.

Jazz legend 
Jack Dejohnette
made a surprise
visit to patients

on the 6th floor. 
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