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Music is healing
—and appealing

Mu s i c a l
d i v e r s i t y
marked this

year’s fifth annual
JGH Jazz Festival,
with eight days of
indoor and outdoor
concerts featuring
jazz, blues, soul, gos-
pel, klezmer, Latin,
Quebecois and Mid-
dle Eastern music.

The festival in
early July, held at
roughly the same
time as the Montreal
International Jazz
Festival, brought the
healing power of
music to patients unable to attend the downtown festival.
Performances took place on the lawn at Côte des Neiges and Côte
Ste-Catherine, in the sixth-floor solarium and in the auditorium of
Pavilion A.

“For hospital patients, music is more than just entertainment,”
says Bryan Highbloom, a JGH music therapist and organizer of the
festival. “It cuts across all boundaries, physical and psychological. It
gives people comfort, hope and an opportunity for reflection.”

Among the guest musicians were members of hospital staff,
including Silvio Clauser (Radiology), Arjang Poursabet (Radiology),
Dr. Emile Berger (Neurosurgery) and Dr. Jack Cohen. Topping the
bill were such performers as Sophia Sinclair Campbell, Sam Shalabi,
Open Standards, Wendajam and La Famille Billette.

To help support future JGH Jazz Fests, staff are continuing to sell
commemorative caps, T-shirts, mugs and keychains. All of these
items are now available in room A-106. You can also see them online
at www.jgh.ca or in display case in the cafeteria.

Jazz Fest organizer Bryan Highbloom (rear
right) attracted a distinguished audience to
the klezmer concert in the solarium: (front)
patient Irene Amar and Quebec Revenue
Minister Lawrence Bergman; (rear, from left)
Federal Justice Minister Irwin Cotler and 
JGH President Stanley K. Plotnick. All received
Jazz Fest T-shirts and caps.

Alan Landers,
a former star
in cigarette

ads and now an
anti-smoking lob-
byist, will join a 
roster of acclaimed
doctors and research
experts from the
JGH and other lead-
ing medical institu-
tions in a special
program, “Advances in Lung Cancer”,
on Oct. 13.

This full morning of lectures will 
be delivered at the 41st Annual André
Aisenstadt Memorial Clinical Day in
the Block Amphitheatre, followed by
lunch and Mr. Landers’ address in the
East Wing Auditorium (A-102).

The program, which is open to med-
ical staff, will also honour Dr. Harold
Frank, the JGH’s former Physician-in-
Chief (1978-90), Chairman of the hospi-
tal’s Council of Physicians, Dentists and
Pharmacists (1986-90), and past Director
of Medical and Clinical Teaching. In
addition, Dr. Frank was Assistant Dean
of the McGill University Medical Faculty
(1992-93).

The annual event is named for Dr.
André Aisenstadt, Honourary President
of the JGH and a key figure in creating
the hospital’s Foundation. Dr. Aisen-
stadt, who died in 2001, was particularly
interested in supporting teaching and
learning among undergraduate students
at McGill University, especially in the
field of internal medicine.

Included in the Clinical Day program
will be presentations on screening for
lung cancer and on cutting-edge treat-
ments using targeted therapies and inter-
ventional bronchoscopy.

Mr. Landers, a 57-year-old Florida
resident, appeared as the Winston Man
in most of the print ads for the R. J.
Reynolds Tobacco Company in the late
1960s and early ’70s. In 1987, he was
diagnosed with lung cancer and subse-
quently underwent a double bypass, as
well as operations to remove parts of
both lungs. He has since become an
ardent anti-tobacco crusader.

Alan Landers, anti-
smoking advocate
and former
Winston Man.

The fall session of the Jewish General Hospital’s 
popular Mini-Med lectures is already under way,
but we’d love to have you join us for the next
semester in spring 2005.

Mini-Med is where you can get the latest information about
health, disease and top medical issues from some of the hospi-
tal’s leading experts. It’s all presented in an engaging, easy-to-
understand format in a series of weekly lectures.

There’s no better way to satisfy your curiosity, learn how to
feel great, and become a more savvy health-care consumer.
Information on the spring session will be available later this year
at (514) 340-8222, ext. 3337, and online at www.jgh.ca.

In the meantime, why not enjoy Mini-Med at home? Just pick
up a copy of the Mini-Med DVD, containing six hours of high-
lights from the spring 2004 session. This fact-filled collection can
be yours for only $75.00 by calling (514) 340-8222, ext. 5818.

Prescription for good health: Mini-Med

Former tobacco icon 
featured at lung cancer
program
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