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Renovations will benefit psychiatry patients 
The environment for psychiatry patients will improve tremendously 

once planned renovations to the emergency and inpatient areas 
are completed. 

Jack Benzaquen, director of Tech
nical Services, explains that the 
Emergency Psychiatric Holding Area 
(EPHA), now located behind the 
Emergency Department, will be 
relocated to the 4th floor of the 
hospital. The move will be accom
panied by a name change, and the 
new unit will be called the Transitional 
Treatment Unit (TTU). 

Dr. Philip Beck, chief of the 
Department of Psychiatry, is con
vinced that this relocation and 
expansion will be of great benefit to 
patients. Currently, the six bed EPHA is 
crowded, the small rooms have no 
windows, there are ventilation prob
lems, no shower facilities, and because 
of its proximity to mechanical rooms, 
the area is noisy. Moreover, the 
overflow of patients often means that 
some must stay in the corridors, a 
situation which has been a source of 
concern for Dr. Beck and his col
leagues, and which they describe as 
"an unacceptable environment in 
which to treat patients". 

With the planned expansion, the 
unit will have eight beds plus one bed 
in the High Care unit reserved for TTU 
pa#~ "This area wil~ provrde for a 
longer observaLion period a,ld allow 
staff to plan further treatment," 

explains Dr. Beck. The size of each 
room wi II conform to accepted 
standards, increasing from 8.2 sq. 
metres to 11 sq. metres. The Day 
Room, a common area for patients, 
will expand from 9 sq. metres to 27 sq. 
metres, and shower facilities will be 
installed. 

The Emergency itself will still 
provide four stretchers for emergency 
psychiatry patients as well as addi
tional rooms for those patients 
requiring a more secure environment. 
However, the maximum stay in the 
Emergency will be 24 hours. Patients 
will then be treated, further stabilized 
and assessed in the TTU. 

With a 100% occupancy rate, there 
is a constant urgent need for beds in 
psychiatry. Therefore, every effort will 
be made to keep the length of stay in 
the TTU short, so that the unit will be 
able to respond rapidly to the need for 
admissions. 

Redesign of inpatient unit 
To accommodate inpatients better 

and provide a more pleasant environ
ment, renovations are planned for the 
entire 4th floor psychiatry area. The 
unit's 32 beds now are divided 
between eight private rooms, four 
semi-private, and four with four beds. 

A musical celebration 

Members of the Geriatric Activities Group were treated to a 
musical Chanukah party with performances by children from 

the Suzuki Music Institute. Six elementary school aged children 
played folk songs as well as works by Handel, Vivaldi and Bach. 
Piano accompaniment was by Stan Cyprys. 

Teacher Dragan Djerkic explained that with the Suzuki method, 
otherwise known as the mother tongue method, children learn to 
play the violin by listening to tapes and imitating the sounds. The 
concert, enjoyed by all, was followed by traditional Jewish music 
and dancing with James Higgins on keyboard and Bryan Highbloom 
on guitar. 

Many thanks to all the children who participated: Daniel 
Rapoport, Catherine DuPont Thibodeau, Genevieve DuPont 
Thibodeau, Cedric Cohen McCollum, Stefan Djerkic and Aaron 
McFarien. 

Studying the plans, left to right: jack Benzaquen, Executive Director Henri Elbaz, 
Dr. Philip Beck, Dr. Khalil Geagea and architect Fanny Obadia. Absent from 
photo: Director of Emergency Psychiatry Services Dr: Paul Chan. 

Once renovations are completed, there 
will be eight private and 12 semi
private rooms. The High Care Area, 
where the most critical patients are 
treated, will increase from seven to 
eight beds. 

Dr. Khalil Geagea, director of 
Inpatient Psychiatry Services, antici
pates that the planned renovations will 
result in a safer, more appropriate 
living environment for patients, and a 
more el<,icient use of "er,;ices, thereby 
contributing to a decrease in the length 
of patient stay. He has nothing but 
praise for the team effort displayed by 
the staff of the Inpatient Services and 
Psychiatry Holding Area. "The nurses, 
occupational therapists, social 
workers, psychologists and psychia
trists all made significant contributions. 
Our planning committee deserves 
special recognition for its suggestions, 
which have been incorporated in the 
redesign of our services." 

Staff in the psychiatry unit are 

Medicare card 
forms certified here 
The Quebec government 
recently passed legislation to 
lessen the likelihood of medi
care card fraud. New cards 
must bear the card holder's 
photograph and signature. 

Before your card expires, you 
will receive a registration form 
in the mail. This form may be 
certified at the Jewish General 
Hospital, Pavilion E, Room 
0014 (basement, near Legare St. 
entrance), Monday through 
Friday, from 7:30 a.m. - 3:30 
p.m. 

looking forward to changes which will 
conSiderably improve their working 
environment. For example, the nursing 
station in the TTU will be enlarged. 

For a project of this magnitude, 
good collaboration is essential. 
Technical Services, the administration, 
nurses, physicians and occupational 
therapists met several times to discuss 
the department's needs. Jack 
Benzaquen was pleased with this high 
leve! of enthusiasm and cooperation. 
"It is always better to work together 
and come up with a proposal which is 
appreciated by all," he says. Dr. Beck 
agrees. "It was a very pleasant, 
effective way to design the functional 
and structural plan, and everybody 
appreciated having their input taken 
seriously." 

Once final approval is received 
from the Ministry of Health and Social 
Services, the actual renovation process 
will take about eight months to 
complete. 
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