
THE HEBREW MATERNITY HOSPITAL OF MONTREAL 

T HE birth of the Hebrew Maternity Hospital like 
all other things connected with maternity, was most 
romantic, but the course of love at first did not 

run smoothly. 
There were many difficulties placed in its way by 

members of its own family. However, love eventually 
triumphed and the following is an account of the birth 
and growth of the institution. 

It was in the eventful year of 1914 when Mrs. Taube 
Kaplan (The Greene Rebitzin) first conceived a vision 
for the necessity of a Jewish Maternity Hospital, where 
the poor and expectant Jewish mothers, and their new
born children would be cared for during their greatest 
time of helplessness and need. 

It was through the sole effort of Mrs. Kaplan, who 
devoted a number of years of her life tramping about day 
and night in the cold of the winter, and heat of the 
summer, from door to door to collect from people equally 
as poor as herself in material comforts, small amounts, 
varying from five cents to twenty-five cents, an amount 
sufficient to make the first payment on a house which 
subsequently was bought and transformed into the Jew
ish Maternity Hospital. Later on, Mrs. Kaplan, through 
her devotedness, self-sacrifice and persevering toil at
tracted to her sympathetic cause, a number of men and 
women who gave generously of their time and money, 
to make her dream a reality. The important co-oper-

ators in this laudable cause were Mrs. M. Goldberg, 
Mrs. M. Meltzer, Mrs. R. Kositsky, and Dr. Sperber, 
who together with Mrs. Kaplan, devoted a great deal of 
their time and helped the materialization of the Hospital. 

Mr. L. Meltzer was the first President, and Mr. D. 
H. Routtenberg, who upon Mr. Meltzer's departure 
from Montreal took up the difficult task of presiding 
over the early destiny of the institution, was the second 
President. 

The Hebrew Maternity Hospital was incorporated 
on March 5th, 1916. It has a very able Medical Staff, 
and a Medical Board consisting of seven members, all 
capable physicians. The Chairman of the Medical 
Board is Dr. J. R. Goodall, and the members are Doctors 
Eidlow, Hirschberg, Wiseman, Schacher and Tannen
baum. The Hospitals has eight nurses in constant 
attendance. The President for the present term is Mr. 
J. B. Miller, who deserves a great deal of credit for having 
brought the institution to its present state of recognition 
in the Jewish community. Mr. Miller worked whole
heartedly for the welfare of the institution from its very 
origin. 

The institution has had an average of four hundred 
( 400) patients annually in recent years. The Board and 
Officers of this institution are progressive and very 
enterprising, and will make in the very near future, the 
Jewish Maternity Hospital, a model hospital in the city. 


