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Conducting Systematic Reviews 
Searching & Screening the Literature 

 
Lorie Kloda 

Associate Librarian 
lorie.kloda@mcgill.ca 

514-398-1663 

Guides to Conducting Systematic Reviews 
 

PRISMA (Preferred Reporting Items of Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses) 
http://www.prisma-statement.org/statement.htm  
 
Systematic Reviews: CRD’s Guidance for Undertaking Reviews in Health Care  
http://www.york.ac.uk/inst/crd/systematic_reviews_book.htm 
 
Cochrane Handbook for Systematic Reviews of Interventions 
http://www.cochrane.org/resources/handbook/ 
McGill Life Sciences Library W 84.1 C663 2008 

 
 

Databases for Primary Literature & Clinical Trials in Life Sciences 
  

Access 
 
Export to Citation Software? 

 
General Health Sciences Databases                      Search these resources first 

 
 
Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews 
For systematic reviews & registered protocols, including methodology 
reviews 
 

 

 

 
Direct 

Database of Abstracts of Reviews of Effects (DARE) 
For systematic reviews 
 

 Filter required 

EMBASE 
Emphasis on European and Near-Eastern publications; drug literature 
 

 Direct 

Google Scholar 
For searching the grey literature 
 

 Requires configuration of GS 

MEDLINE [via PubMed] or [via Ovid Online]  
Biomedical journal articles; emphasis on United States 
 

 PubMed - import;  
Ovid - direct 

ProQuest Dissertations and Theses  
For locating master’s and doctoral research 
 

 Direct 

Web of Science 
Multi-disciplinary 

 Direct 

mailto:lorie.kloda@mcgill.ca
http://www.prisma-statement.org/statement.htm
http://www.york.ac.uk/inst/crd/systematic_reviews_book.htm
http://www.cochrane.org/resources/handbook/
http://catalogue.mcgill.ca/F/UMPN12QPINGRHK5EG77MQA7HIPUV7GBIXJUCR6CJ98C29SQ553-40422?func=item-global&doc_library=MGU01&doc_number=002837229&year=&volume=&sub_library=HLTH
http://www.thecochranelibrary.com/
http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/cgi-bin/mrwhome/106568753/HELP_Cochrane.html#citation-export
http://www.crd.york.ac.uk/crdweb/
http://www.crd.york.ac.uk/crdweb/html/help.htm
http://ovidsp.tx.ovid.com/sp-2.3/ovidweb.cgi?New+Database=Single|20&S=OLDOFPKKEADDKHFBMCELPBNKMOKHAA00
http://scholar.google.com/advanced_scholar_search?hl=en&lr=
http://scholar.google.ca/scholar_preferences?hl=en&as_sdt=2000
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?holding=icamuhslib
http://ovidsp.tx.ovid.com/sp-2.3/ovidweb.cgi?New+Database=Single|37&S=OLDOFPKKEADDKHFBMCELPBNKMOKHAA00
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/bsd/viewlet/results/downloading.html
http://proquest.umi.com/login?COPT=REJTPTNiMGYmU1BMPTEmSU5UPTAmVkVSPTI=&clientId=10843
http://proquest.umi.com/i-std/en/dis/markedlist/exportlist.htm
http://isiknowledge.com/
http://images.isiknowledge.com/WOK48B5/help/WOK/h_ml_options.html#export_ref_software
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Subject Specific Databases         Select from these according to research area 
 

   
BIOSIS Previews 
Biology 

 Direct 

   
Campbell Collaboration Library of Systematic Reviews 
Systematic reviews in education and psychosocial research 
 

 Import in RIS format 

CINAHL (Cumulative Index to Nursing & Allied Health Literature) 
Nursing, physiotherapy, occupational therapy, speech-language pathology, 
psychology, etc. 
 

 Direct 

CIRRIE (Center for International Rehabilitation Research Information and 
Exchange)  
Non-American research in physiotherapy, occupational therapy, speech-
language pathology 
 

 No 

ERIC [via National Library of Education] or [via CSA] 
Educational interventions, allied health 
 

 NLE – Direct;  
CSA – import, requires filter 
 

OT Seeker 
Occupational therapy interventions 
 

 

 

 
Import using RIS filter 

PEDro (Physiotherapy Evidence Database) 
 

 Import, requires filter 
 

PsycINFO 
Psychology, nursing; emphasis on United States 
 

 Direct 

RehabDATA 
American research in physiotherapy, occupational therapy, speech-language 
pathology 
 

 No 

Risk Abstracts 
Environmental health, occupational health, public health 
 

 Import, requires filter 

SpeechBITE 
Speech-language pathology 
 

 No 

SportDISCUS 
Sports medicine, physiotherapy, kinesiology 
 

 Direct 

Toxicology Abstracts 
 

 Import, requires filter 
 

TOXLINE 
 

 Import, requires filter 
 

http://gateway.ovid.com/ovidweb.cgi?T=JS&MODE=ovid&NEWS=n&PAGE=main&D=biop
http://www.campbellcollaboration.org/library.php
http://www.campbellcollaboration.org/Library/user_guide.php
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=ip,uid&profile=cinahl
http://support.ebsco.com/help/index.php?help_id=1325
http://cirrie.buffalo.edu/search/index.php
http://cirrie.buffalo.edu/search/index.php
http://www.eric.ed.gov/
http://www.csa.com/htbin/dbrng.cgi?username=mcgu&access=mcgu099&cat=eric
http://support.csa.com/display/4/kb/article.aspx?aid=1105
http://www.otseeker.com/search.aspx
http://www.otseeker.com/importing.aspx
http://www.pedro.org.au/
http://www.pedro.org.au/english/downloads/endnote-filter/
http://gateway.ovid.com/ovidweb.cgi?T=JS&MODE=ovid&NEWS=n&PAGE=main&D=psyf
http://www.naric.com/research/rehab/default.cfm
http://www.csa.com/htbin/dbrng.cgi?username=mcgu&access=mcgu099&cat=risk
http://support.csa.com/display/4/kb/article.aspx?aid=1105
http://www.speechbite.com/
http://search.ebscohost.com/Login.aspx?authtype=ip,uid&profile=ehost&defaultdb=sph
http://www.csa.com/htbin/dbrng.cgi?username=mcgu&access=mcgu099&cat=toxicology
http://support.csa.com/display/4/kb/article.aspx?aid=1105
http://www.csa.com/htbin/dbrng.cgi?username=mcgu&access=mcgu099&cat=toxline
http://support.csa.com/display/4/kb/article.aspx?aid=1105
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Citation Databases                   For cited references searching 
 

  

 
Google Scholar 

 

 

 
Requires configuration of GS 

 
Scopus 

 

 

 
Direct 

 
Web of Science 
 

 

 

 
Direct 

 
Trial Registers                            For locating published & unpublished trials 
 
 
AIDSinfo Clinical Trials 
U.S. 
 

 

 

 
No 

ClinicalTrials.gov 
U.S.  
 

 No 

Cochrane Central Register of Controlled Trials (CENTRAL) 
International 
 

 Direct 

Current Controlled Trials 
UK 
 

 No 

International Clinical Trials Registry Platform (WHO) 
 

 No 

National Research Register Archive (NHS) 
UK  
 

 No 

 
Identifying more resources        Directories  of other databases and sources for grey literature 

 
 
Finding Studies for Systematic Reviews: A Checklist for Researchers (Centre for Reviews and Dissemination, 2008) 
http://www.york.ac.uk/inst/crd/revs.htm 
 
Grey Matters: A Practical Search Tool for Evidence-Based Medicine (Canadian Agency for Drugs and Technologies in 
Health, 2009) 
http://www.cadth.ca/media/pdf/Grey-Matters_A-Practical-Search-Tool-for-Evidence-Based-Medicine.doc 
 
University of Maryland Health Sciences & Human Services Library: Clinical Trials 
http://guides.hshsl.umaryland.edu/trials 

 

 

http://scholar.google.ca/
http://scholar.google.ca/scholar_preferences?hl=en&as_sdt=2000
http://www.scopus.com/home.url
http://mclink.library.mcgill.ca:8331/V/QMNUYAIIIP8SA1JBSHHE57GVG9AXUEEFUV7MUUD5I8VEFJBD4Y-47605?func=native-link&resource=MTL00331
http://aidsinfo.nih.gov/clinical_trials/
http://www.clinicaltrials.gov/
http://www.thecochranelibrary.com/
http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/cgi-bin/mrwhome/106568753/HELP_Cochrane.html#citation-export
http://www.controlled-trials.com/
http://www.who.int/trialsearch/
https://portal.nihr.ac.uk/Pages/NRRArchive.aspx
http://www.york.ac.uk/inst/crd/revs.htm
http://www.cadth.ca/media/pdf/Grey-Matters_A-Practical-Search-Tool-for-Evidence-Based-Medicine.doc
http://guides.hshsl.umaryland.edu/trials
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Sources for Search Strategies 
 

McMaster Health Informatics Research Unit 
http://hiru.mcmaster.ca/hiru/HIRU_Hedges_home.aspx 
 
University of York Centres for Review and Dissemination 
http://www.york.ac.uk/inst/crd/intertasc/index.htm  
 
PubMed Search Strategies (blog) 
http://pubmedsearches.blogspot.com/  

 
 

Additional Library Resources 
 

Citation Software 
http://www.mcgill.ca/library/library-using/computers/endnote/  
 
Publishing in the Life Sciences 
http://www.mcgill.ca/library/library-findinfo/subjects/health/publishing/ 

 
 
  
 

http://hiru.mcmaster.ca/hiru/HIRU_Hedges_home.aspx
http://www.york.ac.uk/inst/crd/intertasc/index.htm
http://pubmedsearches.blogspot.com/
http://www.mcgill.ca/library/library-using/computers/endnote/
http://www.mcgill.ca/library/library-findinfo/subjects/health/publishing/

